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Abstract
Objectives: The objective of this research aims to tell the effective English ways of study based on Korean cultural 
background. There is an intimate and inevitable relationship between language and thought in a certain culture. Methods/
Statistical Analysis: Data were collected from the questionnaires, interviews and peer evaluations. Findings: The research 
focuses on effect of having noticed cultural different cultural backgrounds, especially a Korean cultural background and 
how these differences are revealed in the classroom. Results showed that students’ preferred ways of study were teacher-
centered and individualized self -study. The results of the data analysis indicated that students with Korean cultural 
backgrounds are not active, but tend to be reflective. Improvements/Applications: Understanding and acquiring more 
knowledge about different learning style theories and Korean cultural background is wide spread. It is very important for 
teachers and students to recognize different learning environments based on the different cultural backgrounds where 
students have been.

1. Introduction
Since language is inseparable from culture and essentially 
contained within culture, studying language means to 
study culture and those who use a new language should 
understand how to communicate with others who have 
been living in different cultural backgrounds. In teach-
ing and learning of a foreign language, cultural aspects 
or backgrounds on which the language has its root do not 
seem to be regarded as significantly as language itself by 
either instructors or learners. Language and culture are 
strongly and closely involved with each other. A cultural 
context is necessary to help desirable English commu-
nication as there might be encoding in one context and 
decoding in another. In the present research, the impor-
tance of culture in language acquisition is to be elaborated 
and reflected on in order to give a theoretical framework 
for effective ways of study. Accordingly, the current 
article aims to investigate why culture has such a mean-
ingful role in foreign language acquisition and how it is 
incorporated into it. In terms of students differences1 has 

made known statistically differences in students’ ways of 
study with diverse cultural backgrounds. Ways of study 
and strategies are thematically related in that both vari-
ables represent how students respond to study input and 
study environments2. It has been suggesting that culture 
has a substantial impact on students’ preferred ways of 
study and their strategies. The definitions of culture, as 
it relates to the processes of teaching and learning of for-
eign languages in school circumstances, according to in3, 
include knowledge of a country’s people and the routines, 
understanding their habits and social conduct and larger 
institutional operations. Therefore, there is a focus on 
the habitual lives of the citizens of the target country and 
grammar and vocabulary which describes their way of 
life, with a specific orientation towards traditional behav-
iors and routine and, to a lesser extent, the institutional 
operations of that country4. Most people are individually 
very different. These differences mean that students from 
different backgrounds may engage with tasks using a 
diverse range of strategies given preferred ways of study5. 
However, preferred ways of study refer to the personal dif-



Indian Journal of Science and TechnologyVol 9 (37) | October 2016 | www.indjst.org 2

Preferred Ways of Study based on Korean Cultural Background

ferences or personal priorities6. Each student is hardwired 
for social, cognitive and experiential studying styles7. In 
order to maximize the effectiveness of classroom interac-
tion, these diverse ways of study should be incorporated 
into the lessons. There are four different models for the 
ways of study. The first is ‘perception’ which is a sensory 
manner and intuitive, the second is ‘input’ which is ver-
bal and visual, the third is processing which is ‘active and 
reflective’ and the fourth is understanding which is ‘for-
mal and global’8. How can we define a way of study? Keefe 
defines them as “cognitive, affective and physiological 
traits that are relatively stable indicators of how students 
perceive, interact with and respond to studying environ-
ments”9. The concept of preferred ways of study can be 
thought of in a much broader way called ‘an umbrellas 
concepts‘10, however, to include how students connect 
with information and interact in a way in which they feel 
most relaxed11. What about ways of study and culture by 
in12 carried out research with a group of tertiary level stu-
dents studying English as a second or foreign language? 
This study reported significant different ways of study 
between speakers of Korea, Chinese, Japanese, Malay, 
Arabic and Spanish in terms of their visual, auditory, 
kinesthetic, tactile and social learning strategies. In this 
study, the research focuses especially on Korean students’ 
preferred way of study and their cultural background. In13 

suggest that generally Korean students are apt to be quiet 
in class and not to speak much, appear reserved or shy, 
seldom ask questions and prefer not to express opinions. 
In Researchers such as14,15 and16 claim that the Korean 
society is still strongly influenced by Confucian philoso-
phy which has determined the behavior in the classroom 
for centuries. Given this influence, students value quiet-
ness and believe that they can learn better from older and 
wiser people (represented by a teacher in class) without 
asking too many questions. The objective of this research 
is to examine the effectiveness of Korean students’ pre-
ferred ways of study based on Korean cultural background 
to improve students’ communication skills effectively. The 
following research questions were investigated:

•	 What are Korean students’ preferred ways of 
study?

•	 Is there any relationship between the cultural 
background and students’ preferred ways of 
study?

•	 Is there a correlation between students’ preferred 
ways of study and understanding cultural back-
ground?

2. Methods

2.1 Subjects
During spring semester of 2015, a survey sample of 60 
students was chosen for this study. These 60 students suc-
cessfully answered the questionnaire and took a 3 hour 
elective course of English.

2.2 Methods and Instrument
A student questionnaire was employed to survey the stu-
dents’ current ideas and notions using a standardized 
self-administered questionnaire. In Perceptual Learning 
Style Preference Questionnaire (PLSPQ) was applied to 
students’ preferred ways of study. Strategy Inventory for 
Language Learning (SILL)17 was applied to find out stu-
dents’ preferred ways of English learning strategies. Also 
observations and interviews were conducted. For the 
research analysis, 60 students answered pre- and post-
questionnaires. 

2.3 Instrument
To analyze the effectiveness, Statistical Package for Social 
Sciences (SPSS) was used. Also ANOVA was applied to 
analyze the impact of cultural backgrounds on students’ 
preferred ways of study.

3. Results
The result of the research was shown in the table from the 
data of the survey. In terms of preferred ways of English 
study, Korean students preferred mostly, 1. Teacher-
centered, and 2. Individualized self-study. Also Korean 
students like reflective, sensory manner and formal way 
of study.

3.1 Korean Students’ Preferred Ways of 
Study
Table 1 shows the two preferred ways of study among 
categories. The scores ranged from 0 to 50. Based on the 
scoring of PLSPQ provided three scores shown in the fol-
lowing table for ‘most preferred ways of study’, ‘second 
most preferred ways of study’ and ‘least preferred ways 
of study’ to analyze from the PLSPQ. Table 1 shows that 
individual learning and auditory are the highest scores at 
47 and 39. It means that the majority of the students prefer 
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the way of individualized self-study. Table 2 shows sum-
mary of the degree of preference for each study method 
of students from 9 ethnic backgrounds by in18. According 
to Table 2, among all students surveyed, Korean students 
chose visual ways of study in their preferred ways of 
English study. Also Korean students chose teacher-cen-
tered ways of study as the most preferred way of study. 
In the case of kinesthetic learning style, Korean students 
were not very statistically significant than any others. 
Interestingly, no groups showed a significant predilection 
for individualized ways of self-study; however, students 
with a Korean cultural background in Table 1, shows the 
highest scores as 47.

Table 1. Korean students’ preferred ways of study

Preferred ways 
of study

Lower
limit

Upper 
limit

Average SD

Visual 22.00 38.00 18 2.58
Teacher-centered 34.00 44.00 39* 4.30
Group study 32.00 38.00 22 5.02

Individualized
Self-study

36.00 44.00 47* 24.09

Table 2. The degree of preference for each study 
method

Preferred 
ways /
language

Ara- 
bic

Eng- 
lish

Spa - 
nish

Chi- 
nese

Kor- 
ean

Indon 
- esian

Visual 13.75 12.12 13.39 13.55 13.40 13.41
Auditory 14.06 13.82 13.29 14.09 12.83 13.78
Kines- 
thetic

15.09 13.64 15.11 14.62 14.63 13.90

Tactile 14.53 12.69 14.18 14.52 14.09 13.47

Group 11.51 10.08 10.79 11,.15 11.49 11.15

Individual 12.84 13.13 12.79 12.41 12.94 13.07

Note: Most preferred means a score of 13.50 and above means a score of 
11.50–13.49 = Second most preferred; means a score of 11.49 or less = least 

preferred.

3.2 The Cultural Background and Preferred 
Ways of Study
Table 3 shows students with a Korean cultural background 
and their preferred ways of study. It shows the surveyed 
synopsis of general preferred ways of study and standard 
deviation with regards to preferred ways of study among 
Korean students.  As shown in Table 3, Students with 
Korean cultural backgrounds are not active, but passive 
in their preferred ways of study (M = -1.4 and SD = 1.09). 
The result indicates that Korean students prefer to study 
in a sensory manner, which contrasts with the intuitional 
way of study. Also Korean students preferred the visual 
and the gradual way of study with statistical significance.

3.2 Correlation between Preferred Ways 
of Study and Understanding Cultural 
Background
Table 4 presents the correlation between preferred ways of 
study and understanding cultural background. The result 
shows that the correlation is highly significant at * p< .05. 
The result means that there is an interrelationship between 
students’ preferred ways of study and understanding their 
cultural background. As shown in Table 4, the culture has 
a great influence on the preferred ways of study.

Table 4. The correlation between ways of study and 
understanding cultural background

Understanding 
Culture

 Preferred ways
 of study

Correlation .270* .257*

Significance .029 .038
N         60                     60

* p< .05

4. Discussion 
It is very important that teachers provide classroom 
activities and procedures for study that are matched to 
the ways through students’ preferences whether relat-

Table 3. The cultural backgrounds and preferred ways of study

Preferred ways of study Perception
Sensory(+)
Intuitional(-)

Input
Visual(+)
Verbal(-)

Processing
Active(+)
Passive(-)

Understanding
Gradual(+)
Global(-)

M      SD M       SD M       SD M       SD

Korean Cultural background -1.4       1.09      .49        .69      -58      .60      .34         .41
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ing to language or any other academic subject19,20. As a 
result, comparing the preferred ways of study from differ-
ent language-cultures, there was a significant difference 
in the ways of study. Students from a Korean cultural 
background preferred teacher-centered and individual-
ized self-study. Through these results, a conclusion was 
made that under the current Korean cultural background, 
teachers should consider students’ ways of study related 
to personal backgrounds and develops study materials as 
teaching methods according to students’ preferred ways 
of study. In Korea, the grammar translation teaching 
method has been widely used in the class for a long time. 
Students are familiar with taking classes without active 
participation. Studies done with students21 have shown 
that the vast majority of traditional teaching techniques 
cater to those who liked teacher-centered environments. 
In Korean society, people are very conscious of their place 
in society and relationship boundaries are clearly defined 

22. Therefore, the teacher occupies a prestigious position 
in the class. This may explain the result that students pre-
ferred teacher-centered and visual ways of study. Also, 
they preferred not an active, but a passive way of study (M 
= -1.4 and SD = 1.09). The result indicates that Korean stu-
dents use the sensory manner of study as opposed to the 
intuitional way of study. Also the result shows that there 
is an interrelationship between students preferred ways 
of study and understanding their cultural background. 
According to the student interviews, students preferred 
customized learning or matching of student and teacher’s 
preferred methods. For teachers, they should understand 
students and their environment including their cultural 
background while they are designing instructional mate-
rials. The objective of this research was to pinpoint the 
different ways of study based on the different cultural 
background and the interrelation between them. The 
results showed that students tendency to choose one 
study mode over another was influenced by their ethnic 
backgrounds. In addition, students should be shown how 
to manage their ways of study effectively to learn English. 
Also teachers should understand the cultural background 
to which their students belong. The current study is some-
what limited in its generalization. First and foremost, it is 
important to discuss the sample size of 60 students sur-
veyed. There might be many kinds of research methods 
applicable to preferred ways of study and cultural back-
ground, but it relies partly on the given environment such 
as the students, the teacher and the classroom. Therefore, 

further research could include more varied and a bigger 
sample size of students and research environments.
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