BULL. BOT. SURV. INDIA
Val. 31, Nos. 1-4 : pp. 130131,

1989

NOTES ON DISTRIBUTION OF SOME PLANTS FROM KEONJHAR DISTRICT,
ORISSA

Paria MonpaL anp P. K. MUKHERJEE

Department of Botany, University of Calcutia, Calcutta

,

2
Q
"1

of the Keonjhar district in Orlssa the follow-
ing taxa were found to have some interesting
distributional features. They are enumerat-
ed below with short description and appro-
priate distributional note for each.

Argyreia pilosa Arn. (Convolvulaceae)
Flowering & Fruiting : July-October.
Occurrence : Rare.
Distribution : So far recorded from

Peninsular India (Tamilnadu, Karnataka

and Maharashtra), the present collection

forms a new record for Orissa. It has been
collected from damp hill sides growing on
hedges and also on fences at Banspal of

Keonjhar district. The occurrence of this

species in Keonjhar, Orissa extends its range

of dlstrlbutlon to further north and east.

dal 1035, 7.11. 1985

Cycas circinaiis 1. (Cyc ae)
Flowering & Fruiting : ]une-August.
Occurrence : Rare.
Distribution : In India this specics is re-

ported from the Peninsular India (Tamil-
nadu, Karnataka, Kerala) and Orissa. Haines
(1924) reported it from Puri and Angul,
Mooney (1g50) stated that it occurs in all
types of forests in Orissa, the northern limit
being the border line of Sambalpur and
Keon]hargarh Saxena and Brahmam (1983)

Date of receipt : 26.11.87. Date of acceptance : 24.7.89.

this in the Sal
dommated Atai Reserve Forest in Keonjhar,
we have seen a good populatlon there. Con-
trary to Mooney’s observations it has not
1 . P 3 . .
been secen In any of the other forests in
Keonjhar during the last five years of explo-
ration.

Representative spectmen :  Atai Reserve
Forest, Mondal 660, 3.6.1984.
Gretum scardens Roxb. (Gnetaceae)
Syn. G. ula Brongn.
Flowering & Fruiting :  April-July.
Occurrence : Rare.
Distribution Reported from Western

Ghats, parts of Eastern Ghats, M.P., Anda-
mans and Mayurbhanj district of Orissa.
Collection of the species from hilly, moist
mixed broad leaved forest of Guptaganga

Diospyros embryoptem is a new dlsmbu—

tional record from Keonjhar. The nomen-
clature of this taxon follows the concept of
Banerjee and Mazumdar (1969)- However,
it could not be collected in reproductlve

stace and is the onlvy
age 18 the onl

district.
Representative  specimen :  Guptaganga,
Mondal 114, 14.8.83.

Schefflera stellata (Gaertner) Harms (Aralia-

ceae)

Flowering & Fruitz'ng: May-june.
Occurrence : Rare.

Dustribution -

Previously reported from
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Sri Lanka and Peninsular India (Tamilnadu,
Kerala, Karnataka). The present collection
from hilly, moist mixed forest if Daitari and
near the source of Baitarani (Gonarika) in
Keonjhar District extends its northern distri-
bution limit into Orissa.

Representative specvmens : Daitari, Mon-
dal 688, 4.6.84 and near source of Baitarani,
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time reported by Meher-Homji was February-
March. The present authors collected it in
flowers in November 1985. It appears that
the periodicity of flowering is at a gap of
6-7 years.
Representative  specimen :

Tea Estate, Mondal 1107, 8.11.85.

Tarmakant

Gonasika, Mondal 1173, 31.1.88.

Strobilanthes auriculatus Nees (Acanthaceae)
Flowering & Fruiting : October-December.
Occurrence : Rare.

Distribution : A periodically flowering
species previously reported from Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and Orissa, the southern
limit of which was held by Mooney (1950)
to be the Sambalpur-Keonjhar line.. T}.le
present observation of this species growing n
the Tarmakant Tea Estate in the north-west
Keonjhar is further south in Keonjhar.

The previous years of flowering as men-
tioned by Meher-Homji (1971) have been
1905, 1911, 1919-1920, 1924, 1930, 1937-38,
1045-46, 195355 and 1970, observed
simultaneous flowering of this species  In
Saranda (Bihar), Simlipal hills (Orissa) a.nd
on the hills of South India. The Howering
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