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11. \-, \ ' ~ S \ \ ~ , I N & T I I  is,  K. K \SIIJ,  I I ~ A  

l'eni~lsr~liir Illdi:, has rich resources of 
11IitlIt raw ~n;tteri;lls. Relatively ~l l~t i lpl~e(l  I.('- 

source of \,eget;ll>le filjres has \)eel1 t;tl\e~l 111) 

here for discrlssion. 

It is colnmolr k~lowledge t l~ut  \,egetiil)le 
fibres arc widely t~setl for piiper, I'al~l-ics. cord- 
age etc. Fihl-es for i~~cl~istr!, come mostl! 
from coi~ventional plant resorlrces s11c11 ils 
CJocos ~tlrcifertr I,., Corcl~orrrs spp., Crotc~ltrrici 
s ~ q ~ . ,  Hihisc.rts spp., A4uvsrl sp., Cirefrtr lobrrtcr 
1,. etc. Nay;lr (1978) has listed :36 wild or 
cqllti\riitetl plant geller;i kilowil to yield filxes. 
Rill (lS.52) ohser\es t11;lt it is il wlnel-kitlIlr Silct 

th;~t  the ~nost  promi~~errt l ~ i - e s ~ ~ l t  tl;iy fihrCs ilre 
of great i~llticlt~ity. Xlill~~rshel-gel- ( 19?4) ills() 
corroborates this view Q~lotilrg the Rihle. 

y'he Iy)tel\tial of scl\.eral 0t11er 11litl1 t sl>(!- 
ciss has rern:~iriecl I I I  trecogl rised iilltl I ~~rtal~l)c~cl. 
Some pliillts k11ow1l to possess fihrt~ are ~ltilised 
for other pl,rposcbs liko in medicil~e, for timl~er 
etc.. Cis111.y (~~lt l t l t i~ HosII.. \ v I ~ o s ~  stem is re- 
ported to yirlcI rorclilge fifibri.. is better kl~owll 
only k.or its ~nedicjlli~l \r;t\rle. hle/i/otrts (~lbri 
Desf., is  crlltivnted ninrp f(lr Sodtler thit11 Sol. 
i ts  Rbrr which call bc I I S ~ ~  for L':IFIJ-lN,jP c;~I~.- 
tain other species l ike  Hihi~wt, .~ l l , t / ( l r i f ~ ~ l i l , . v  
Willd and ~trehlrrs trsper Loilr.. ktrt! 11se~I fat- 
their. fibre i l l  d.\fric;i ;,lit1 Th:lili~i~~l respccti\,eIJ,. 
hilt not in Indill, 

fi\)re ~-eso~~l.ces 01' hldiii othei- ~ \ I ; L I I  (;ottoli, J ~ i l t '  

;urd Coil-, consist of somcA :300 sl,ecic1sv. 0 1 1 1  
of thest., a t ~ o ~ l t  130 sl>tlcies, say -i3Y :ire :i\fuil- 
1iJ)le i l l  Peliinsiilar India. 0 S  tllese, solne spe- 
cies o f  Crot~ilariti. Hibisctc.~, Corc.lrorrr~s. ' 1 1 ~ 1  

to some estellt cer t i t i~~ spvcies ol' .Aloe, Str~lse- 
I-ieritr a~lt l  Rorn.ssirs .ire ~,rod~lcc~d 011 c.olnmc14- 
ciitl scale. Oilt of 4:3X k11o\v11 fibre yieldi~lg 
p1alrt.s of I'e~~i~lsuliu- Illdia, o l i l v  :ll>ol~t 2O.S:C is 
act~r~tlly exploited. The u~lder-exploitatio~~ or 
11oi1-exploitatio~i of the plalrts ~ I I ~ \ \ ~ I A  to pos- 
sess fibre, is l~rob;t131y tlrle to ii~~farniliiirit!. 
with the I ~ l ; i ~ ~ t ~  iind I:tck of klrowledgt. iil,orlt 
their distrihritio~r, to the film based illdi~strirs. 
Sircar (18-18) states, "the area occrll>iecl by the 
lesser k1low11 fihres is not recortlet] jn official 
statis tics prohubly beat use of tliei~. sporadic 
and wild growth". Fol- itrst;illce, while some 
specivs likc Corcliorrts c~tr/;srrl(rris I,. ;IIICI C. 
olitorirts I,,. itre c ~ ~ I t i \ . i ~ t ~ d  for fibres, sl~ecies of 
the sulne gelills like (:. ftisc~ic.rilnris 1,alnk. a11(1 
C, trilocrtklris I,., :ire reliiti~xhl>. I I I I ~ ; L ~ ) ~ P C ~ ,  I)()- 
c:illse thev are ivilcl. 
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Haarer (1952) observes, "Many plants known 
to yield fibre have been discarded for they do 
not adapt themselves readily to variety of soils 
and environments. Local manpower can be 
used in the cultivation and extraction of raw 
materials and to supply them to the user-in- 
dustries ; or wherever necessary ; cottage in- 
dustries can be established in or around areas 
of the plants" habitat. This will help, in pro- 
viding employment opportunities to the viU- 
agers and to a certain extent improve the rural 
economy, now that there is a greater emphasis 
011 rural de\wloyment. 

Only less known or little used prospective 
fibre yielding plants of Peninsular India are 
listed alphabetically below. Some of them are 
already under cultivation for other purposes. 
Fibre is also available in the form of residual 
by-product as in the case of Munihot esculenta 
Crantz and Maranta arundinac~ L. These 
plants can be utilised as alternate or supple- 
mentary sources for fibre. 

Abelmoschus manihot (L.) Medic. (Malvaceae) 
Stem fibre is tough and comparable to 
jute; may be used for making inferior 
type of wrapping cloth, strings and cords. 

Agave vera-cruz Mill. (Amaryllidaceae) 
Leaves yield 1.5 to 2.5% fibre which is 
strotlger than Cantala fibre. Useful for 
ropes, cordage and mat-making. 

Azanza lampas (Cav.) Alef. (Malvaceae) 
Yield of fibre from the stem ranges from 
198 to 297 kg. per hectare. Useful for 
fabrics, cordage and fishing nets, 

Canoa indica L. (Cannaceae) 
Fibre can be used as a substitute for jute, 
for making rope, twine and sack cloth, 

Debregeasia ceylanica Hook. f. (Urticaceae) 
Bark yields tough long strands of silky 
fibre. Useful for ropes and cordage, 

Desmodium gangeticum (L.) DC, (Fabaceae) 
Fibrous stems are said to be suitable for 
paper making. 

Erinocarpus nimmonii J. Grah. (Tiliaceae) 
Bark yields a rope fibre. 

Gonostegia pentandra (Roxb.) Miq. (Urticaceae) 
Reported to yield fibre useful for cordage. 

Goniothalamus wightii Hook. f. & Thoms. 
( Annonaceae) 
Bark yields a strong fibre. 

Hibiscus furcatus Willd. (Malvaceae) 
Stem yields a strong fibre suitable for 
cordage. The fibre has a breaking strain 
of 89 lb. when dry and 92 lb. when wet. 

H. plataaifolius (Willd.) Sweet (Malvaceae) 
Stem fibre useful for cordage alld twine. 

H. surattensis L. (Malvaceae) 
Stem yields a strong fibre of good quality. 

Holostemma annulare (Roxb.) K. Schum. 
( Asclepiadaceae) 
Fibre from the bark is reported to be 
suitable for cordage and paper making. 

Morus alba L. (Moraceae) 
Bark fibrous may be used for paper 
making. 

Parkinsonia aculeata L. (Caesalpiniaceae) 
Bark fibre is suitable for mixing with 
other pulps in paper making. 

Sida glutinosa Cav. (Malvaceae) 
Bast fibre may be used for making ropes. 

Themeda triandra Forsk. (Poaceae) 
The fibre (value32.23 on dry basis) is 
found suitable for paper making. 

T. quadrivalvis (L.) Kuntze (Poaceae) 
Fibre available (value-26.15 on dry basis) 
is a source of pulp for writing and mint- 
ing paper, 
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Triumfetta pentandra A. Rich, (Tiliaceae) 
Fibre is comparable to jute in quality and 
is better than T. rhomboideu used in 
Tamil Nadu. 

Tylophora indica (%Burm. f .) Merrill (Ascle- 
piadaceae) 
Reported to yield a fine, strong and silky 
fibre, useful in the manufacture of extra- 
fine fabrics. 

Ventilago denticulata Willd. (Rhamnaceae) 
Bark-fibre is useful for cordage. 

Waltheria americana L. (Sterculiaceae) 
Bark yields a fibre similar to jute. 

In addition, the followi~ig plauts have also 
potential fibre ~ielders : Dichrostachys cinczrea 
Wight & Arn., Dillenin puntagynu Roxb., Doli- 
chandrone spathaceu K .  Schum., D. falcata 
Seem., Erythrina sirberosu Roxb., Gnidia gluuca 
(Fresen.) Gilg., Gretcia glabra BI., G .  microcos 
L., G. rothii DC., Malvastrum c o r o d e l i u -  
num (L.) Garcke, Melilotus alba Desr., Miliusa 
velutina (Dunal) Hook. f. &r Thoms., Millettia 
extensa Benth. ex Baker, Mitragyna parvifolia 
(Roxb.) Korth., Ougeinia oojeinends (Roxb.) 

Hochr., Polyulthia coffeoides Thw., Stephaniu 
dabra Miers., Sterculia balanghos L., Sterculia b 

foetidcl L., Triz~mfetta pilosu Roth, Urtica 
urdens Link., Wikstroemiu indica (L.) Mey., 
and Xylia qlooarpu (Roxb.) Taub. 
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