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STUDIES ON SOUTH INDIAN FERNS-I : TECTARIA YASTA (BL.) COPEL. 
(ASPID1ACEAE)-A NEW RECORD FOR SOUTH INDIA 

During the course of scrutiny of fern col- 
lections deposited in the Madras Herbarium, 
Coimbatore, the author came across a speci- 
men collected by R. H. Beddome (Acc. 
No. 59607) from Nilgiri, labelled as Aspi- 
dium $mly rnorphum . After critical study, 
this proved to be Tectaria vasta (Bl.) Copel. 
(=Aspidiurn vastum Bl.) a species hitherto 
known to occur only in "Eastern Bengal 
upto I ooo feet elevation, Mishmee, Khasia, 
Chittagong, Malay peninsula" (Beddome 
1883). Holttum (1954) records its occur- 
rence in Sikkim, Annam, Siam and South- 
wards through Malaya to Sumatra, Borneo 
and Java: Hence the occurrence of this 
species in Nilgiri hills, South India, is of 
phytogeographical interest. 

Tectaria vasta (Bl.) Copel. is allied to 
T. decurrens (Pr.) Copel. in general appear- 
ance. However, these species can be dis- 
tinguished as follows : 

Lamina deeply pinnatifid ; sori in two rows 
between the cross veins . . T. decurrens 

Lamina deeply pinnatisect ; sori in four 
irregular rows between the cross veins . . T. uosta 

pinnatisect with pinna-like lobes on each 
side connected by a narrow wing on either 
side of the rachis; lowest pinnae sometimes 
with a long pointed bariscopic lobale. Main 
lateral veins distinct nearly to the margin, 
connected by numerous prominent cross 
veins forming 7-8 areoles between the costa 
and margin with free included veinlets. Sori 
in 4 irregular rows on either side of each 
cross-veins, seated on the secondary cross- 
veins, small, rounded, indusiate ; indusia 
rounded to reniform, brown, entire, persist- 
ent. 

Specimen examined : SOUTH INDIA : Nil- 
giri, Beddome s. n. Acc. No. 59607 (MH). 
ASSAM : Lushai hills, 23rd Jan. 1963, D. B. 
Deb 3 1232 (ASSAM) ; Gauhati-Jorhat, I 6th 
May, 1957, G. Panigrahi 9297 (ASSAM). 
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Stock short, erect, stipe denselv covered 
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with stiff persistent dark'brown schks, wing- 
ed almost to the base, wing about I cm 
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