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ERIA MUSCICOLA (LINDL.) LINDL. VAR. BREVILINGUIS-A NEW VARIETY OF 
ORCHID FROM AGASTYAMALAI, SOUTH INDIA 

Eria mmcicols (Lindl.) Lindl. var. l~mvi* rous with one or two mild ridges, bereft of 
pis Joseph et Chandrasekaran, var. nov. leaves. Fresh shoots from lower side of the 
ex Provincia Centrali Ceylonae cognita, bulbs, very short, f 3.2 cm high (with the 
est affinis E. muscicola (Lindl.) Lindl. var. raceme); usually with two radical distichous 
oblongs Trim, a quo tamen differt, prae- leaves with one or more sheaths and inflo- 
sertim labello ligulato et sessili, non vero rescence. Leaves 5.0-15.0 x 3.0-8.0 mm, ovate, 
ovato-lanceolato ad basimque unguiculato ; finely scabrous, abruptly narrowed into a 
et in callo mediano ad ba sh .  short conduplicate and articulated sheathing 
Holotypus ~ o s e p h  44630 A (BSI/SC ACC. no. base, cuspidate at tip, many nerved ; mid- 

86140) a clivis occidentalibus Agastyamaiai, rib prominent beneath. Inflorescence a ra- 
c. 1800 m (770~4-770~5' E long. et 8" 36'- ceme, 1.0-2.8 cm high, erect, 1-2 flowered 
8" 37p N lat.) Trivandrum Dist. (Kerala), only ; scape filiform, szort, with or without 
India meridionali, die 6.10.1973, est positus a sterile bract. Flowers very conspicuous, 
in Herbaria Centro-nationali, Calcutta large (8.0-13.5 qm), greenish-yellow, secund, 
(CAL), et isotypi Joseph 44630 B-K (BSI/ geniculace, perianth more or less spreading 
SC Act. nos. 86141-86150) sunt positi in beyond the middle, very  short!^ pedicellate. 
Madras Herbarium, Bot. Surv. India, Coim- Bracts f 5.0 x 2.5 mm, lanceolate, acuminate, 
batore (MH). erect, encircling the peduncle and the pedi- 
Eria muscicola (Lindl.) Lindl. var. breviPng- cel, usually both fertile (rarely one sterile). 

I& Joseph et ~handrasekaran is allied to Ovary short, j r mm long, geniculate hold- 
E. muscicola (Lindl.) Lindl. var. oblonga ing the flower at right angles to the pedun- 
Trim. reported from Central Province, cle. Sepals and lateral petals narrowly lan- 
Ceylon from which it differs, mainly in ceolate, long acuminate at tip, 3-nerved. 
the lip being ligulate and sessile instead of Dorsal sepal 7.5-12.0 x 1.5-2.0 mm ; lateral 
ovate-lanceolate and clawed towards base, sepals as long as or a little shorter than the 
and in having a median callus at its base dorsal, 2.5-3.5 mm broad towards the base, 
instead of none. falcately lanceolate, united with the long in- 
~ o l o t y ' ~ e  Joseph 44630 A (BSI/SC Acc. curved foot of the column forming a broad 

no. 86140), from Western slopes of Agastya- saccate mentum. Lateral petals 6 . 0 9 . 0 ~  1.5- 

malai ca 1800 m (77O14'-77' 15' E long. and 2.0 mm, as broad as but shorter than the 
8"36'-8O37' N lat.) Trivandrum District dorsal sepal. Lip 5 4 x 2 mm, inconspicu- 
(Kerala), South India, on 6.10.1973 is deposit- ous, quite small compared to other perianth 
ed in Central National Herbarium, Calcutta parts, sessile, immovably attached to the tip 
(CAL) and Isotypes Joseph 44630 B-K (BSIj of the foot of the column, slightly deflexed 
SC Acc. nos. 86141 to 86150) are deposited in at the middle, conduplicate, finely puberulo- 
the Madras Herbarium, Botanical Survey of us on the abaxial surface towards the distal 
India, Coimbatore (MH). half along the median sector, reflexed and 
Ell. mnsdcdla (Lindl.) Lindl . var. bre~iliag- slightly spreading towards the apex, ligulate 

.is Joseph et Chandrasekaran var. nov. when spread out, with a median oblong cal- 
Tiny, bilbous, creeping epiphytic orchid lus at base, closely trinerved along the me&- 

on branchlets of trees. Pseudobulbs moni- an line, rounded and finely crumpled along 
liform, in large spreading clusters, 3-9 x 2- the apical margin, more or less retuse at tip. 
6 mm, more or less dorsiventrally compres- Cohmn very short ; foot long, f g mm, pro- 
sed, ovoid to oblong, greenish-yellow, glab- jecting downwards for about 1/3 of its length 



Eria murcicola (Lindl.) Lindl . var. brcvilinguis Joseph c t Char.dra:ckarzn, var. nov. (Joseph 44630A) 
Figs. I-6a: 1. Habit. 2. W.iole plant. 3. Flower partly opencd to shoiv the lip. 4. Perigone spread out. 

5. Lip, side view. 5a. Lip, spread out. 6 & 6a. Lip from Thulait?s C.P. 2355, 6. Side view. 
6a. Spread out. 

and then bent forward for the rest. Pollinia ish-yellow flowers, almost concealing the rest 
8, in 2 groups of 4 each, pyriforml. of the plant body is an eye-catching and at- 

The en mbsse flowering of these tiny tractive sight. 
plants with theit upright racemes of green- Thwa-tes collection (Thwaites C. P. 2355) 
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from Central Province, Ceylon in the Mad- 
ras Herbarium (under Acc. no. 62022) and 
referred to by Thwaites (1861), King & 
Pantling (18cj8) and Henry Trimen (1898) 
has been studied by the authors. The flowers 
are 2 or more per raceme, and smaller 
(f 5.5 mm long) than in our variety: Lip 
f4 .o  x 1.5 mm, lanceolate, narrowed into a 
stalk, acute and reflexed at tip, margins wavy 
and without a callus at the base but trinerv- 

College, Tiruchirapalli for the latin diagno- 
sis. 

J. JOSEPH AND V. CHANDRASEKARAN 
Botanical Swty of India, Coimbat~r~ 
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A NEW VARIETY OF SAXIFRAGA POLUNINIANA H .  SMITH FROM 
WESTERN HIMALAYA 

SaxiEraga poluniuiana H. Sm. var. mucronab 
Bhattacharyya et Viswanathan, var. nov. 
ad sectionem Kabschiam pertinens. S .  
poluniniana H. Sm. var. polzrniniana simi- 
lis sed foliis mucronatis, majoribus, caly- 
cibus erectis, acutis, floribus majoribus, et 
venarum numeris majoribus in petalis, dif- 
fert. 
Herba perennis pulvinos magnos (15-20 cm 

diametro) hemisphaericos formans; rami 
numerosi, filiformes, caespitosi, vetustiores 
atro-brunnei, rigidi, nudi cum ramentis foli- 
orum basium. Folia caulina alternata, ses- 
silia, patentia, vel parum recurvata, ad api- 
cem rosulas imbricantes formantia, linearia 
ad oblonga, 5-7 foveolata, integra, anguste 
marginata, basi minute et parciter denticu- 
lato-ciliata, apice acuta, mucronata, nervi 
supra obscuri, infra prominentes, 6-1 2 mm 
longa, 1.5-2 mm lata. Caulis florifer 1.5- 
2 cm supra folium, glandu!oso-pubescens, 
cum 2-3 foliis minoribus, erectis, glandulosis, 
angustis. Flores solitarii, pulchri, pallide rosei 
ad albi, numerosi super eodem pulvino. Calyx 
dense glanduloso-pubescens, f 5.5 mm longus, 
3 mm latus, lobis ovatis, acutis, erectis, 3. 
nervis, 2.5-3 mm longis, 1-1.5 rnm latis, Petala 

oblonga, supra lata et rotundata, nervis pur- 
pureis, modice patentia, 12-16 mm longa, 
5 mrn lata. Stamina 5 mm longa, antheris 
rubris. Ovarium sub-inferurn, stylis rubris, 
5 mm longis, stigrnate sub-capitato. 
Saxifraga plunini- H. Sm. var. mucronata 

Bhattacharyya and Viswanathan, var. nov. 
belongs to the section Kabschia. It is si- 
milar to S. poluniniana H. Sm. but differs 
in having larger, mucronate leaves, erect 
acute calyx and larger flowers with great- 
er number of veins in petals. 
Perennial herb forming large hemispheric 

cushions, 15-20 cm diameter, branches wiry, 
numerous, caespitose, older dark brown, 
rigid, naked with raments of leaf bases. 
Stem-leaves alternate, sessile, patent or slight- 
ly recurved forming imbricating rosettes at 
the apex, linear to oblong, 5-7-foveolate, en- 
tire, narrow margined, base minutely and 
sparesly denticulate-ciliate, apex acute, mu- 
cronate, nerves obscure above, prominent 
beneath, 6-12 mm long, 1.5-2 mm broad. 
Floriferous stem I .5-2 cm above leaf, glandu- 
lar hairy with 2-3 erect, glandular, narrow, 
smaller leaves. Flowers solitary, showy, pale 
pink to white, many on same cushion. Calyx 


