
BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

Nelumbo Vol 63 (2): (63-65) 2021 ISSN (Print) : 0976-5069
10.20324/nelumbo/v63/2021/163937 ISSN (Online) : 2455-376X

Submitted : 09.06.2021 Accepted : 10.10.2021 Date of Publication 31.12.2021

INTRODUCTION
The genus Salomonia Lour. belonging to the family 
Polygalaceae is distributed from Tropical and Subtropical 
Asia to Pacific Islands with 5 accepted species (POWO, 
2021). Only 02 species viz., Salomonia ciliata (L.) DC. 
and Salomonia cantoniensis Lour. are known to occur in 
India (Banerjee, 1993). The former species have a wider 
distribution in India and the later species is known from 
the north and northeast India. While working on the 
Flora of Papikonda National Park, the senior author has 
collected a Salomonia species with ovate leaves from the 
open grassy slopes. A thorough scrutiny of literature and 
comparison of authenticated specimens, the specimens 
are identified as Salomonia cantoniensis Lour. a species 
known from Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal and North East India and so far not reported 
from the South Indian states (Raizada & Saxena, 1962; 
Banerjee, 1993; Saxena & Brahmam, 1994). Hence, it is 
reported here as new additions to the flora of Southern 
India from Andhra Pradesh. A detailed description and 
photo plate are provided  here to aid easy identification. 

TAXONOMIC TREATMENT
Salomonia cantoniensis Lour., Fl. Cochinch. 1: 14. 1790; 
A.W. Benn. in Hook.f., Fl. Brit. India 1: 206. 1872; R.N. 
Banerjee in B.D. Sharma & al., Fl. India 2: 489. 1993. 
S. edentula DC., Prodr. 1: 334. 1824; A.W. Benn. in Hook.f., 
Fl. Brit. India 1: 207. 1872. S. cantoniensis var. edentula (DC.) 
Gagnep., Bull. Soc. Bot. France 56: 16 1909; R.N. Banerjee in 
B.D. Sharma & al., Fl. India 2: 490. 1993.  (Fig. 1)

Annual, erect herb, up to 22 cm high; roots 
slender, aromatic; stems 3-winged, much branched, 
dichotomously branched at top, glabrous. Leaves simple, 
alternate, ovate, 0.4-1.5 × 0.3-1.1 cm, truncate at base, 
apiculate or cuspidate-mucronate at apex, margins 
slightly undulate or entire, membranous, shiny above, 
glabrous, 3-nerved from base; petioles up to 1.5 mm 
long, winged. Inflorescence 2-6 cm long, terminal or 
rarely in upper axillary spikes; rachis winged. Flowers 
small, c. 2.2 mm long, purplish-pink; bracts linear to 
lanceolate, 0.8 mm long. Sepals 5, linear–lanceolate or 
subulate, persistent, subequal, 0.3- 0.5 mm, transparent. 
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सालोमोनिया कैं टोनिएन्सिस लाउर. (पॉलीगैलेसी)- दक्षिण भारत के ललए एक  
नवीन ववतराणात्मक ररकॉर्ड 

वाई. महशे, एल. रासिगंम एवं एम. वेंकट रमना 

साराशं
दक्षिण भारत के फ्लोरा में एक नवीन प्रजातत के रूप में सालोमोनिया कैं टोनिएन्सिस लाउर. (पॉलीगैलेिी) कलो िंकललत ककया गया ह ैजजिे आधं्र प्रदेश के पतपकलोडंा राष्ट्ीय उद्ान 
िे िंग्रकहत ककया गया ह।ै इिके िुगम पहचान हेतु फलोटलो-प्टे के िाथ तवस्तृत तववरण प्रस्तु ककया गया ह।ै
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Fig. 1. Salomonia cantoniensis Lour. A. Habitat; B. Habit; C-D. Inflorescence; E. Stamen; F. Gynoecium; G. Fruits; H. Seeds 
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Petals 3, purplish-pink, subequal, connate at base, tube 
c. 1 mm long, keel petal c. 1 mm long, lateral petals 0.8 
mm long, light purplish. Stamens 4, united into an open 
sheath; filaments c. 0.9 mm long, connate; anthers united, 
opening by apical pores. Ovary reniform, 0.5 × 1.1 mm; 
style hyaline, sigmoid at base, narrow at base; stigma 
slightly lobed, colliculate, yellowish. Capsules sessile, 
reniform, 0.7 × 1.3 mm, margins with minute hairs; 
surface covered with small teeth. Seeds 2, ovoid–obovate, 
c. 0.7 × 0.5 mm long, light orange. 

Fl. & Fr.: October – November.

Habitat: Rare in the marshy areas and grasslands of 
the hilly areas and found associated with Platostoma 
hispidum (L.) A.J.Paton, Cyperus ceylanicus T.Koyama, 
Torenia thouarsii (Cham. & Schltdl.) Kuntze, Drosera 
indica L. and Eragrostis tenella (L.) P.Beauv. ex Roem. & 
Schult.  

Distribution: INDIA: Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, 
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, North East India; 
BANGLADESH, CHINA, MYANMAR, NEPAL AND 
VIETNAM.

Specimens examined: Andhra Pradesh, East Godavari 
district, Eruwada Beat, 17°66ʹ40.1˝ N, 81°57.93.8˝ E, 785 
m. a.s.l., 03.10.2020, Y Mahesh 011554 (BSID).

Notes:  Salomonia cantoniensis differs from the S. ciliata 
by its winged stem, ovate-cordate, petiolate leaves, 
whereas the latter species have terete or angular stem, 
elliptic-lanceolate, sessile leaves.  
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