
NOTES 

ASIA OCEANIA GEOSCIENCES SOCIETY'S FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 

The newly formed Asla Oceania Geosc~ences Soc~ety CHIKYO, wh~ch will have a capability to drill up to about 
(AOGS) had ~ t s  f ~ r s t  Inaugural annual meet~ng dt the 7 km below the sea floor This capability may allow drrll~ng 
Suntec S~ngapore International Convention & E x h ~ b ~ t ~ o n  up to the basement In most of the continental marglns 
Centre, Slngapore during 5-9 June, 2004 The main focus Results flowlng from CHIKYO will have Immense bearing 
of thls meet~ng was on the following dlsc~pllnes, covered In understanding the structure, tecton~cs and geolog~cal 
in 87 sclent~fic sessions evolut~on of both actlve and passlve contrnental marg~ns 

1 Sol~d Earth (SE) 
around the world In order to access thls hlgh technology 
drilllng fac11lty and to employ ~t ~n potentially interest~ng 

2 Ocean and Atmosphere (OA) 
areas, Indla needs to be actlvely associated wlth t h ~ s  

3 Space Physlcs and Planetary Scrences (SP) 
program 

4 Natural Hazards (NH) 
A new council of AOGS was constituted during the 

5 Interdlscrplinary Worklng Groups (IWGs) 
conference, in the new council three posltlons were 

6 Hydrology and Watel Resources (HW) 
obtained by d~stingulshed Indlan delegates Dr S R Shetye, 

The main emphasrs,of AOGS has been to evolve a 
common platform for actlve sclentlfic interactron among the 
geoscientists of the Asla-Oceanla region About 1000 
delegates participated in thls AOGS ~naugural annual 
meetlng, 70% of the over 1000 delegates at the conference 
were from Japan, China, Indla and southeast Asian 
region 

In addrtlon to the above mentioned scient~fic themes, 
Japan Dr~lllng Earth Sclence Consort~um (JDESC) and 
Japan Marlne Research Instltute (JAMSTEK) conducted a 
special sess~on on the recent developments In Integrated 
Ocean Dn tllng Program (IODP) Under the umbrella of 
IODP three research vessels will be operated for the 
future ocean drllling program In thjs sesslon main emphasis 
was laid on the newly b u ~ l t  Japanese Research Vessel 

Director, National Institute of Oceanog~ aphy, Goa was 
elected as President of Oceans and Atmosphere Sectlon 
Dr V P  Dlrnlrl, Director, Natlonal Geophys~cal Research 
Instltute, Hyderabad and Prof R B Slngh, Delhi Unlverslty, 
De lh~  were elected as Secretar~es of S o l ~ d  Earth and 
Hydrology sections, respectively 

The 2nd Annual Meet~ng of AOGS wlll be held during 
June 20-24,2005 In Slngapore We urge that larger number 
of Indlan scientists should take part In the next meetlng 

Nutzonal Irzstltute of P DIVAKAR NAIDU, 
Oceanography, G C BHATTACHARYA, 
Dona Paula - 403 004 A K CHAUBEY and 
Goa K S KRISHNA 
Email: ocean @darga nlo org 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA 

The 1991 Issue of the book on the Physlcal Geology of 
Ind~a by Srr S M Mathur and published by the Natlonal 
Book Trust, Indla, A-5, Green Park, New Delhl, 110016, 
has been rev~ewed in an earl~er ~ssue  of the Journal of the 
Geological Society of India (v 42, p 206,1993) According 
to the author the present second edltron has been necessrtated 
because a lot of new inforrnatlon has been brought to 
llght on different features In India and also fresh data 
generated on some As per the admission of the author 
hrmself, though Antarctica IS not a part of the Ind~an territory, 
~t has geology very much a k ~ n  to ours and our efforts to set 

up stations on that ICY continent and ~nformation gathered 
there needed to be hlghlrghted The other one on wh~ch a 
de ta~ led  account I S  presented IS on S e ~ s m ~ c l t y  and 
Earthquakes in Ind~a (Chapter 9, pp 142- 169), slnce during 
the last decade the country has experienced a few devastating 
earthquakes In Latur, Kutch and some parts of Hlrnalaya It 
may, however, be rnentloned that subsequent to the 
publication of the map of Seisrn~c Zones of Indla (Map VIII, 
facing page 143) by the erstwhile Indian Standards 
Inst~tut~on (ISI), there has been a revlston of the Seismlc 
Zones Earher map of Seismlc Zones of Indra (Map VIII) 
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included 5 seismlc zones, I to V However, in the present The present edrt~on of 222 pages is vet y reasonably 
revised e d ~ t ~ o n  by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS, priced at Rs 651- and is worth possessing by students of 
2002), it has only 4 Setsmic Zones, the earher IS1 zone of I earth scrence In the country 
1s now lncluded In the BIS zone of I1 Thls has been done tn 
order not to dlsturb the lntenslty ranges already glven for 
the later zones of 111, IV and V There 1s no Se~smic Zone I 29/20 Marla Susar Nagat R VAIDYANADHAN 
now Cuddalore - 607 001 

INDIAN GEOGRAPHICAL FACTS 

Thanks to quizzes belng conducted at dtfferent levels 
both tn educat~onal lnstltutlons and almost at1 television 
channels all the year round, the need for books on all 
types of infoi matlon has tremendously ~ncreased T h ~ s  has 
led to publ~cations not only on General Knowledge, but 
also In specific fields like hlstory, I~terature, economics, 

mathernatrcs, bxology, sports etc The list is endless 
'Indian Geographical Facts' by Srl S M Mathur, 

formerly of the Geological Survey of Indla and published 
by Rupa & Co (7116, Ansar~ Road, Daryaganj, New Delhr 
- 110 002,2003, 139p , Prlce Rs 1501-) is a collections of 

facts and figures essentlall y geographical, on Indla It 
departs from the usual In containing same ~nformat~on on 
changed names of places, twln cltles, biosphere leserves, 
world hertlage sites etc This publ~cation would naturally 
be of considerable help to refer to important information on 
Indla in particular, culled out from varlous publications, not 
easlly accessible to all 

29/20 Marla Susai Nagar 
Cuddalore - 607 001 

G. PARTHASARATHY HONOURED 

Dr G Parthasarathy of National Geoph yslcal Research It IS gratifying to note that the ~nterdrsciplinary work of 
Institute, Hyderabad and Fellow of the Geological Society Dr Parthasarathy straddling Mineralogy and Phystcs has 
of India has been awarded thephyslcal Research Laboratory found recognition, whlch we hope will spur hlrn and h ~ s  
(PRL) Award for the year 2003 for hls outstandrng team to further lntenslfied work In this ~mportant area of 
contributions in the field of 'Earth and Planetary Sc~ences' study 
and more speclfrcally for his studles on 'electr~cal 
conductivity and thermal stabil~ty of mlnerals at h ~ g h  
pressures and for his pioneering work on silrca polymorphs' Email: gsocand @bgl  vsnl riet ta M S Rao 
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