
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 2003-2004 
AT VISAKHAPATNAM 

The 45"' Annual General of the Geolog~cal Soclety of 
Ind~a was held on the 4"' November 2004, at 5 p rn , at the 
Department of Geology, Andhra University, V~sakh~patnam 

The foilowing Fellows of the Soc~ety  attended the 
meetlng 

Bnbrl, V R  R M , Das, S , Dlralzaraju, R , Fnreeduddr,z, 
Gurtrreer Kau?, Knsrpntlzi, C ,  Krzshrzn Rao, J S R ,  Malay 
M ~ ~ k u l ,  Murtlzz, P S N , Nrrgablzuslznn, PI Nageswn? a Rno, K , 
Nugeswara Rao, V V ,  Naqv~,  S M I  Rnjaslzekar Reddy, D , 
Rajeslz K Slllmstavcr, Ralilnrl, C V ,  Ranzana Rclo, K L V ,  
Rao, M S , Sc~ruknl, R H , Sliesl~n Rno, P V ,  Sl~zbarza~zcia Swz 
Gupta, S! ika~~tappa,  C , Sri Xantla, S V ,  Sr~~z~vasnclzan, K , 
Subba Rno, Subbar no, K V ,  Sul>ranza~zya~rl, N , Swaroop, 
P C , Va:clyarzndlta~z, R 

PROCEEDINGS 

The Annual Gene1 a1 Meetlng of the Society for the year 
2003-2004 was held a t  the picturesque port c ~ t y  of 
Vrsakhapatnam along the east coast of Northern Andhra 
Pradesh It was pres~ded over by Prof R Va~dyanadhan, 
Vlce-Presrdent, Geolog~cal Soclety of Ind~a, in the absence 
of DI B PRadhahr~shna, P~esldent of the Soclety, who could 
not attend the meetlng due to unavo~dable c~rcumstances 
S V Snkantla, Honoiary Secretal y, read out the not~ce of 
the meeting The Vlce-President nominated Dr R Dhana 
Raju and Dr Jagannadha Rao as the tellers for the countrng 
of the ballot papers recelved from Fellows The Secretaiy 
next presented the Annual Report and the Audlted Statement 
of Accounts for the year 2003-2004, whlch was earl~el 
c~rculated to all the Fellows of the Socrety 

After mak~ng the In Memo] lam reference to the departed 
fellows of the Society, the meetlng observed two-m~nute 
silence 

After the presentahon of the report and the aud~ted 
statement of account, as there were no comments, the 
Annual Repol t of the Soclety and the Aud~ted Statement 
of Accounts for the year 2003-2004 were adopted as 
ploposed by Prof K L V Ramana Rao and seconded by 
r K Sreenlvasacharl The General Body accorded its 
app~oval to the appointment of Srl M Shankar Narayana, 
Chartered Accountant, Bangalore, as audrtor of the 
Society for the year 2004-2005 

The Vlce-PI esldent next requested the tellers to announce 
the electlon results of the reconstrtuted Councll of the 
Society fol the Trlennlum 2004-2007 The foilowlng were 
elected as the offlce-bearers and members of the Counc~I 
of the Soc~ety 

V~ce-PI esldents (4) Gupta, H K (New Delhl) 
Rdvi Shdnker (Lucknow) 
SI ~kantra, S V (Bangal01 e) 
Subba Rao, K V (Hyderabdd) 

Secreta~ ies (2) Sawkai , R H (Bdngdtol e) 
Fa1 eedudd~n (Bangalore) 

Ed~tor (1) Rao, M S (Bangalore) 

TI easul er (1) JI thendra Kumar, S (Bangalore) 

Fore~gn S e c ~  etary S hankar, R (Mangalore) 

Mem be1 s (1 6) Arot a, B R (Dehra Dun) 
Chaku, Surendet (Bangalore) 
DlvaLar Naldu, P (Goa) 
Godhavdir, K S (Bangala e) 
Gupta, K R (New Dehli) 
Jayananda, M (Bangalore) 
Kale Vlshwas S (Pune) 
Mlsla, K S (Hyderabdd) 
Mu k hopadhyay, Dhi uba (Kol kata) 
Naqvl, S M (Hydel abad) 
Ndrayand, A C (Cochln) 
Rajendran, C I? (Thlruvanantapuram) 
S ~ n g h v ~ ,  A K (Ahmeddbad) 
Srl kantappa, C (Mysore) 
SI lvastava, Rajesh, K (Varanas~) 
Tandon, S K (Delhl) 

The V~ce-President i n  hls presidentlal i emarks placed 
on reco~ d the servlces I endet ed by the outgo1 ng Council 
He referred to the cont~lbutlon made by the Soclety rn 
bl~nglng out several new and valuable publ~catlons and 
the encouragement prov~ded to eal th sclent~sts tn brlnglng 
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out thelr scientific work and also for provid~ng support to 
young and budd~ng scientlsts in their research activlty The 
Vice-President sought support from Fellows in increasing 

the readership of Soclety publications and the Journal and 
promote thelr sales 

AWARDS 

The V~ce-Pres~dent announced the names of the earth 
sclentlsts selected by the Councll for varlous awards 
~nstltuted by the Society for the year 2004 He stressed 
that the presentation of Awards In recognltlon of the 
signlfrcant contrlbutlons made by earth scientlsts was an 
Important part of the Annual General Meeting of the 
Society 

< 

Bellur Ranta Rao Birth Centenary A v g d  for significant 
contnbutlons to Precambrran Geology of India to Subimal 
Slnha-Roy formerly of the Geological Survey of India and 
presently of Birla Inst~tute of Sclcnttfic Research, Jaipur 
for his contrlbut~~n in the Himalaya and Rajasthan 

Q 

S.S. Merh Award for contributions in the field of 
Quaternary Geology to Javed Noormohamad Malilk of 
Department of Clvll Englneerlng, Indian Institute of 
Technology, Kanpur for his contribution in varlous aspects 
of the study of Quaternary sediments part~cularly m the field 
of reconstruction of depositional models and lnvestlgations 
of the role of paleocllmate and neotectonlsm and also 
palaeose~smology 

M.R. Srinivasa Rao Award for contrlbutlons in the field 
of Petrology to C Srlkantappa for hls research work on 
charnockrtes and other reldted granulites and also in the 
field of flurd lncluslon studies 

JGSI Radhakrishna Prize for the best paper published 
In the Journal of the Geolog~cal Soclety of India for the 
calendar year 2003 to Jean-Francois Moyen, Mudlappa 
Jayananda, Anne Nedelec, Herve Martln, B Mahabaleswar 
and Bernard Auvray (deceased), respectively of Laboratoire 
Magmas et Volcans, OPGC-Universl te-B laise Pascal & 
CNRS, Clerrnont-Ferrand Cedex France, Bangalore 
Un~versity, Bangalore, India, L M T G , Unlversxte Paul 
Sabat~er and CNRS, Toulose, France, Geosclences Rennes 
Av Du General, Leclere, Rennes Cedex Evance Thelr 
publlcatlon "From the Roots to the Roof of a Granlte The 
Closepet Grantie of South India" (JGSI, v 62, pp 753-768, 
Dec 2003), was selected as the best paper pubhshed in 
the Journal during the calendar year 2003 

H.S. Pareek Award for the best paper on Coal Sciences 
to Shibananda Sen Gupta and S N Chaudhuri of the 
Geolog~cal Survey of Indla, Kolkata for their paper 
"Characterlzation of Morpho-Petrological Aspects of 
Llgnite Horlzons from East Coast Area, Cauvery Basin, 
Tam11 Nadu" (JGSI, v 62, pp 439-446, Oct 2003) published 
In the Journal during calendar year 2003 

N.N.Chatterjee Award for Energy Resources, no 
selection was made 

SEMINAR ON DELTAS OF INDIA 

A National Semlnar on Deltas of India was held 
during the 2'ld and 3rd November 2004 undet the aegls of 
Department of Geology, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam 
The Inaugural function was 01 ganized in the hlstortc TEN 
Sabha Hall, Andhra University Campus The functlotl 
staited with a prayer followed by openlng remarks by 
Prof K L V Ramana Murthy, Prlnctpal, College of Science 
and Technology, Andhra Unlve~ slty Prof K L V Ramana 
Rao gave a br~ef profile of the Department of Geology, 
Dr J C Mohanty, Prlnclpal Secl etary to Government of 
Andhra Pradesh, and an alumnus of Geology Department, 
Andhra University, as chief guest, spoke on the contrlbut~on 
made by students of Andhra Unlverslty in the field of 
delta stud~es and on placer studles He cdlled up on earth 
scientists for greater appl~cation of GIs in groundwate~ 
studles, unconformlty controlled uranlum deposits, easy 
access to ddta and greater interact~on among unlverslties 
and between unlversit~es and tndustrres 

Prof R Va~dyanadhan at the outset read the address of 
Dr B P Radhakrlshna, President, Geological Soc~ety of 
Indla, in which the president had referred to the glorious 
tradltlon of Andhra Universrty and the footprints left behind 
by great scholars of thc past He had refered to excltlng 
new d~scoverles, the development of Geological Soc~ety of 
Indla as an organ~zatlon and need for Increasing its 
membership Referr~ng to the theme of semlnar he 
ernphaslzed the slgnlficance of ri vers, the clvlllzatlon that 
developed along its banks and deltas Prof Vardyanadhan, 
referred to the ser vices rendered by the office bearers of the 
Soclety and the role the Soclety played in the cause of earth 
science He exhorted the faculty members not to forget 
academlc excellence in the wake of economlc prosperity 

The technical sesslon commenced wlth a tiilk by 
P VL P Babu who spoke on Delta Studles for 011 and Gas 
He gave resume of the lnvestlgat~ons to be cdrrled out to 
find out the total plcture of deltas in assessing thelr potential 
for 011 and gas reservoirs R Bastid presented aspects of 

JOUR GEOL SOC INDIA VOL 65 JAN 2005 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUA t GENERAL MEETING 109 

deepwater depositional systems ltnked to delta systems in 
the east'coast of India Besides prov~dlng a broad 
classification of deepwater deposits, he traced the link 
from delta to deepwater He emphasized the need for 
adoptlon of technologically advanced methods in obtain~ng 
a virtual reallty picture for worklng out a model 

K Kameswara Rao presented a comparative analysls of 
Holocene deltas along the coastal plalns of Andhra Pradesh 
T K Mallik spoke on shoreline retrogression of the 
Ganget~c delta front based on satellrte imagery observatron 
K Nageswar Rao discussed the coastaI morphodynam~cs 
and asymmetric development of the Godavari delta and 
its implications to facles archrtecture and reservoir 

heterogeneity SM Ramasamy gave a remote senslng 
perspect~ve of the delta tectonics of Tamil Nadu He broadly 
covered the rlver systems like Palar, Ponnaiyar, Cauvery, 
Velar, Kottakkara~yar, Vaigai and Tambrparni from north t 
o south and most of these r~vers  have developed well 
fabricated deltas Geological processes seem to have 
remazned active both during and after the formations of 
these deltas 

On the 2"d day of the session commenced wlth a 
presentatlon by Stuart Burley who highlighted that in 
understanding the evolution of delta slope systems, the 
synergy of mappzng, sltclng and interpreting shallow 
3D-sersmic data provide the crux He ~llustrated the theme 
from the offshore Nlle Delta of Egypt We was of the oplnlon 
such se~smrc mapprng technzque could be extended to older 
and potentially hydrocarbon-bearlng sediments in the Delta 
B T V Seshavatharam spoke on the deltaic systems and 
hydrocarbon prospects of Myanmar partjcularly of the south 
Chlndwin basrn N K Mahalik dealt with the evolution of 
the Mahanadl Delta and its multiphase geomorphological 
features He has worked out a relationship between 
sedimentatlon, mol phology and land use Singa Raju 
presented aspects of Holocene marlne transgression in 

the Eleru Delta, East Godavari distrtct He has worked out 
facies sequence based on borehole data T K Rao analysed 
the enrgmatzc aspects of the source of the famous 
diamondlferous alluvial deposits of the Krishna rlver 

S Mahalingam presented the optlrnal image pi ocessing 
of IRS i A data for mapping deltaic provinces with example 
from Valgai Delta Dhana Raju spoke on the potential of 
the delta region of the east coast of India for exploration of 
heavy mlnerals M Sarnbas~va Rao described the morpho- 
structures and morphotecton~cs of the deltas of Kr~shna, 
Godavari and Mahanadi rlveis along the east coast uslng 
remote senslng data S Das gave a detarled account of the 
occurrence of potential and quality aquifer systems rn the 
Mahanadi Delta Ravr kurnar presented the geoscientific 

'GIs' datasets of parts of Godavari delta S Shah traced the 
hlstory of Krishna Delta through ages S Selvakumar 
showed by remote senslng data the post deltalc geological 
hlstory of the Cauvery Delta G Shalini presented the 
morphodynamlc status of the beach in the vicinity of 
Venkatapur rlver rn the central west coast J Seetaramalah 
dl scussed the natural and anthropogenrc effects in recent 
t ~ m e  along the coastline of the Penner Delta D Rajasekhar 
In hls presentatlon brought out major gaps In our study of 
Holocene Evolution of Indxan deltas A Bhandarl in his 
presentatlon referred to Recent Ostracoda from the 
deltaic subenvironment and shallow Inner shelf of the east 
coast of India Bhattacharjee based on sedimentological 
characteristics, fossll contents and geochemtcal behavlour 
of the seabed sediments, brought out  the Quaternary 
sedzmentary environment rn the Ganga prodeltalc reglon of 
the northern palt of the Bay of Bengal M Chandra Rao 
touched the toplc of the role of ancrent sed~ments in deltaic 
environment 

The slgnlficance of mangroves in deltalc conservation 

and petrology was the toplc of a talk by N A Vara Prasada 
Reddy We discussed the ecoIogrcal s ign~f~cdnce of 
mangroves in the hlghly sensitive coastal zone and also the 
conservatron strategy 

The Seminar covered wide ranglng aspects of the 
deltas, their sedimentatlon, architecture, faund, flora, 
evolut~on, economic potentlal and in a nutshell - a broad 
spectrum of deltaic studies along the east coast of India, not 
leaving out a reference to gdps In our knowledge and 
future studles 

GENERAL SESSION - EARTH SCIENCE RESEARCH 

On the 4Lh November 2004, a general session on Earth 
Sclence Research was organized by the Society There were 
three invited lectures, two on Bay of Bengal and one on 
marlne archaeology of Gulf of Cambay S Badrinarayanan 
in hls presentatlon of the rnultrdisc~pl~nary marine survey in 
the Gulf of Carnbay (Khambat) referred to the discovery of 
two palaeochannel like features of about 9 km each over 
100 sq krn area wrth several basements arranged In grid 
pattern, discovery of wlde-ranglng artifacts of dates between 
13000 BP to as late as 3000 BP 

K S R Murthy spoke on the wider aspect of evolut~on 
of the Bengal Fan based on extenstve coverage of 
geophyszcal data over the sea The mapping of majol 
structural lineaments l ~ k e  the continent-ocean boundary, the 
85 and 90 Deg East Rldges has helped in understandlng 
the tectonics of the offshore basins as well as the tectonics 
assocrated wlth d~fferent stages of the eastern mzrgln This 
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has helped in undel standing the onset of Intense ~ntra- 
plate deformations In the equatorla1 region of the Central 
Indian Ocean basin slnce late Miocene 

B L Narasayya made a comprehensrve PI esentation on 
the results of marlne geosclentlfrc surveys in Bay of Bengal 
in the EEZ Bathyrnetr~c and magnetrc maps hdve been 
prepared The magnetlc anomdly map cove1 s the western 
part of the Bay of Bengal East coast of Indla be~ng a 
rnesotldal, wave-domlndted coast, the east flowlng rivels 
dralnlng almost 90% of the Penlnsulat Indta, brlnglng huge 
pile of sedlments to the contlnental slope, the hemipelaglc 
sedlments find thelr way upto the contlnental slope and rise 
In the Bay of Bengal He also referred to the plesence of 
submarine valleys off Pondlcherry and Palai The outer 
shelf has var~able sedlrnentrtry facles ranging fiom mud 
beneath terrlgenous sand, calc mud, glaucony facles, to 
hemrpelaglc sllty clay etc 

Rajesh K Srivastava presented hrs more recent research 
on norite-bonlnlte association in the Neoalchaean hlgh 
Mg maflc rocks of the Bastar CI aton, Central Indid Based 
on geochemistry he has ldentlfied these locks for whlch a 
refractory llthospheric source 1s attributed K V Subbarao, 
In the absence of Sukalydn Chakraborty, spoke on 
geomorpholog~cal and structural anomalies in the Western 
Coastal corrldor Based on IRS-IC data he has demarcated 
significant structural features such as lineaments, fractures, 
faults and other geomorph~c anomalies 

Gurmeet Kaur in her presentation covered the 
geochemistry and petrogenesis of the Gorwala granitoid, 
north Khetrl copper belt, Rajasthan She has suggested a 
plaustble gran~te-plag~ogranlte assoclatlon dnd a marginal 
basin oceanlc tectonlc reglme for the Gorwala Granlto~ds 

The general sesslon, though well modulated needed 
larger presentation of research results by young earth 
sc~ent~sts The inv~ted lectules covered a wlde gamut of 
exciting information from Bay of Bengal and Gulf of 
Cam bay 

GROUP DISCUSSION 

On the last day of the last session of the convention 

Society organ~zed a short group d~scuss~on on the topic of 
"Relevance of Geology In the Present Technological 
Revolution" There appears to be a crlsis wlth regard to 
Geology In varlous aspects including in ~ t s  deflnit~on as the 
term earth sclence becomlng more common desplte the 
fact that the definition of geology ltself denotes sclence of 
earth' There 1s also a crisls In the academlc field In two 
aspects - one regarding declining admiss~ons to degree 
and post-graduate courses and another w~th regard to total 

absence of exposure of geology ds d subject In the school 
education Ldck of job opportunities IS also a fact01 Foi 
dwindl~ng employment opportunltles for geologlsts, 
policies of orgdnizationr lihe the GSI whlch have declared 
that Indla has been covered by 1 50,000 scale mapprng 
and wondering whether thele wds d n y  turthel need fol 
rnapplng, have contl 1 buted ONGC and AMD dre dso not 
recrurt~ng geologlsts 111 ,my sign~tlcant number 

There IS a total lack of Incur sron of geology In cl big wdy 
in the fleld of sorl, envil onment, watershed development, 
rainwater hdl vesttng, clvil engtneel rng and water 
management The I ace IS lost The slght of a geologist w~th 
a hammer, compass and haversack does not seem to convey 
the lmage ot d modern ('7) scientist or technologist 
Geologists themselves ~ i l e  wondeling whether geology I S  

relevant In t h~s  ultia modern technological development 
Besldes, Geology IS stuck In the old framework 

The discussion on the toplc was open ~ n d  several 
suggestions hdve been mdde for ~emedylng the sltuatlon 
These are 

0 Populallzatton of geology by publ~cation of 
geological maps dt Taluk level in local langudge fol 
the benefit of farmers, teachels In rural alea, crv~l 
contracts and anybody Interested 

0 Geology should hdve socld i elevance 
0 Introduction of geology as subject In the school and 

the need for school level text books 
0 Separation of geology fi om geography in the school 

syllabus 
0 Reor~entdtlon of University courses to the needs of 

evolvlng brdnches of geology 
0 Institut~onal provision for in-sei vlce tralnlng for 

Unlvel SI ty teachei s 
0 Avallabrlity of toposheets, maps and the aerial 

photographs to all those who need them wlthout 
iestrlctlon or hassles 

* Need for lncreas~ng apyllcatlon of geology In  

environmental related studles 
0 To create mobility among geologlsts of Unlverslty, 

lndustry and GSI-ONGC-AMD comblne 
0 Prepdratlon of database of geologists of all discipltne 
0 Prepardtlon of Georef database for easy access 
0 Booklets on mlnei als dnd toplcs on vdi ious aspects 

of geology 
0 Need for major incursion Into the domain of 

environment, watershed development, rainwater 
harvesting, soll, landuse, geomol phology, engtneering 
constructlon, dgr1cu1tural geology, medlcal geology 

0 M~nlatur~zatlon of camp equipment, introduction of 
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tt a1 ler huts, ~ncreaslng use of the laptop (in the f~eld) 
GPS, satellite ~magei les 
Qu~ch publ~cation of scientific results of ~nvest~gat~ons 
of the GSI 
Encouiagement for publlshlng or~glnal screntif~c 
contr~bution In Ind~an  Journals, specially of the 
Geolog~cdt Society of India 
Dynamic webs~tes should be developed 
Increasing utllrzdtron of computers in the geologlcal 
data analysls 
Development of ind~genous software for appllcat~on 
in solving geologlcal problems 
Greater synergy In various disclplrnes of geology and 
related sclence 

There was a broad consensus that geology can st111 
have relevance in the developmental actlvltres of the country 
but it requlres a reor~entdt~on In qulckly adoptlng to the 
rapldl y changlng technological development and soclal 
needs of the people However, the basic fact remains that 
there IS no shortcut to field work and for geologists f~eld 1s 
the maln laboratory for collecting primary data Geolog~cal 
mapplng should contlnue as an Important actxvity and there 

is dn lncreaslng need for geologlcal maps on 1 25000 and 
larger scales with ln teg ra t~on  of geochemical and 
geophysxcal data and quick publication of these maps for 
gleater and wlder utrllty among usels Organlzatlons llke 
the GSI have a great role in energrzrng the rnapplng activ~ty 
for wh~ch ~t has the best expel tlse and trad~tlon Publlcat~on 
of geological maps and reports of all publ~c organlzatlons 
should be made mandatory and given a top prrorrty In the 
final andlysls the responsibrllty ~ e s t s  on the geolog~cal 
communl ty to make geology i elevant and vlbran t 

CONCLUSION 

After the conclusron of the group discussion and the 
Annual Convent~on, S V Sr~kan t~a  conveyed the gl ateful 
thanks of the Society to Prof K L V Ramana Rao, h ~ s  
associates and students f o ~  the excellent arrangements made 
for holdlng the Annual conventlon at V~sakhapatnam 
and with t h ~ s  expression of thanks, the cuitaln was drawn 
on the 4Sh Annual conventlon of the Geolog~cal Society 
of Indld 

Bangalore S V SRIKANTIA 

Presentation of Awards 

The presentat~on of Annual awards rn recogn~t~on of slgn~ficant contribution to Earth Science IS an ~mportant part 
of the Annual General Meettng of the Geological Soc~ety of Indla For the year 2004, the followtng awards were 
presented - Bellur Rama Rao B~rth  Centenary Award, K Naha Award, S S Me1 h Award, JGSI Radhakrlshna Prlze and 
H S Pdreek Award 

Bellur Rarna Rao Birth Centenary Award 

Referrrng to the awardee Dr Sub~mal Slnha-Roy, who 
could not be present to receive the award personally, Vice- 
President sald 

For the award t h ~ s  year the Councll of the Soclety 
selected Dr Subrmal Slnha-Roy for h ~ s  contribution to 
Precambrran Geology of Rajasthan and S~kk~m-Darjeel~ng 
Himalaya Dr S~nha-Roy was born In 1939 and had his early 
educat~on rn Calcutta He had an exceIlent academlc record 
He obtalned his Master's Degree from Calcutta Un~vers~ty 
and was awarded Ph D In 1978 for hls thesls on structural 
Geology, tectonics, geochemistry and metamorph~sm of the 
Proterozo~c Dalxng and assoc~ated rocks of east and south 
Sikkirn HlmaIaya He carried h ~ s  research work In Norway, 

CESS, Trivandrum and the GSI He ret~red from the GSI as 
Deputy D~rector General and IS at present Emer~tus Sclentlst, 
Blrla Institute of Sc~entlfic Research, Jaipu~ 

His main work was rn the sect01 of Dallng rocks and 
L~ngtse Gnelss of Slkk~m-Darjeellng H~malaya where he 
worked out stra~n estimates of Himalayan thrust~ng, mylonite 
gnelss and polymetamorph~c characteristics of Inverted 
metamorphism assoc~ated with the Marn Central Thrust He 
leported bluesch~st facles metamorphism In the Daling rocks 
from Kal~rnpong-Sikkim Hrlls 

In Rajasthan, h ~ s  contrlbut~on was ma~nly  on the 
structural evolutxon of polyphasedly deformed Jahazpur 
rocks and on tectonlc aspects of basement-cover relat~ons 
He reported a folded unconforrnlty 
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