
152 NOTES 

NATIONAL SEMINAR ON GEMMOLOGY AND PEW-SEMINAR WOR'ltCSI-JOP-C'IJM- 
TRAINING PROGRAMME ON GEMS AND GEMSTONES 

Introduction 

The above events were 01-ganlzed by the Bhopal 
Chapter of South Aslan Assoc~ation of Economlc 
Geolog~sts (SAAEG), in cooperation wrth Govt. Mot~lal 
V~gyan MahavidyaIaya at Bhopal during 24-28 February, 
2006 The programmes were cosponsored by the Dept. of 
Sc~ence and Technology, Govt of India, the Bhopal Reg~onal 
Chapter of Indian Sc~ence Congress Associ atron and 
the Mahakoshal Inst~tute of Gem Testlng and Research 
Centre (MIGTRC), Jabalpur. Prof. K.L Rat, Secretai y 
General (SAAEG) provided h i s  ser vlces as Chief 
Coordinator, whlle Dr. R S Raghuwanshi, Asstt. Professor 
and Dr. A.N. Slngh Director, MlGTRC acted as Co~~venor 
and Co-Convenor respect1 vel y of both the Interactive 

programmes. 

Discu~sions and Recommendations 

The d~scussrons held at the sem~nar took note of the 
unpalatable fdct that the upstseam sector of prospecting and 
minlng of gemstones - particularly of d~amonds, In whlch 
India had led the world for over 2000 years untll the end of 
18'" century, continues to langulsh in prlm~tl ve conditton 
ever slnce. Meanwhile, several other countlles and 
international cartels have proglesslvely gamed prinlacy <lnd 
monopoly through technological advancements In t h~s  vital 
sector of global trade. Resultantly, India continues to lemain 
dependent on such folergn sources, not only for meetlng 
the supplles of raw d~amonds and other gemstones at 
exorbitant costs, but also for the technical expertlse to 
explore and exploit natron's own promlslng pslmary and 
secondary sources of diamond and other gemstones. 

It was recommended that: 
1. the central and state governments to acknowledge 

sooner than later that the  above-1-efen ed dependence 
for long is not In the best natiol~af ~nterest and there IS 

certa~nly an urgent need for government-sponsored 
promotion of intensive R&D actlv~tles In the research 

centres. IITs and unrve~s~tles l'o~ ~ndlgenou\ hurncrn 
I esocrt ce development of a h~gh 01-del- capable of se:lsch 
for, and susta~nable m~nlng ot, d~arnond dnd other 
gemstones In the country and even In other dc\/elop~ng 
countra~es abroad; 

2. suggests that a long-term pol~cy grvlng efl'ect to the 
above-referred goal should be formulated at na t~on~~ l  
level ah early as poss~ble and the m~nernl pollcres 01' 
the rcrpeotlve governments should ~ncorporatc the 
r equ~s~ t e  prov~sions to ensure 11s ~mple~i~ental Ion 
witl~out further delay; 

3. suggests that the Centr a1 and state governmentg sho~~ld 
bring out state-of-art publications coverlng the status 
of pl esent knowledge I egard~ng the resource-base 01' 
as inany p~ 1rna1.y and secondary ( ~ n  l~aleo-channels, 
rlvel grdvels, rlver-deltas, reservoirs, contiiiental 
slopes, etc ) sources of diamond and other gcinstones. 
as possible. Such d~sserninativn of ~nformatioli will be 
helpful and encout agrng not only to the reseal chct s 
but also to the mtlirng entrepreneurs; 

4 suggests that In order to gene1 ate public awalencss 
and ~nculcate interest of younger generdtlon In 
gemmology, lnuseurns of preclous stones and otl~er 
ln~nerals with requls~te fiic~ I ~ t ~ e s  for rclent~flcat~on and 
testing of gems and gemstones should be set up, to 
beg~n with, at state and mlneral-rlch dl~tl-ICL lcvels in 
the country and 

5 suggests that the government poltcies and 1egisl;itlve 
measures should be I1 beiaal~zed w~th effect] ve I ncentlves 
In 01-de~ to attract legal m~n~ng /  wlnnrng and 1na1 lcetlng 
of dtnmond and other gemstones even In the remotest 
cornets of the country, wlth strlct control on ~llegal 
exploration and rnlnil~g / bencflclatton operatloris. 

South A s ~ a ~ r  Assoc. of Eco~zornrc K L. RAI 
Geologr sts, Bltopnl CItclj2tet- R.S. RAG~IUWANSII I  
Govt M Li M., Bllopal ( M P )  A N SINGII 

WATER MAKING MACHINES 

A news Item In "The Hlndu" of 6'" May 2006 reports on reasonable cost. Currently a 1000-llt~e capaclty ~nachlne 1s 
an Indo-U.S. joint prrvate venture of making water r?znkirzg belng evaluated by the Ind~an Army in Rqasthan The cost 
~naclzutes of dlffe~ ent-capac~t~es. These machines condense of water so generated 1s claimed to be only half the cost of 
the water vapour In the atmosphere to potable water at a bottled water In the market! - M.S. Xao 

JOUR GEOL SOC INDIA, VOL 68 ,  JULY 2006 


