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JAPAN HOLDS 4TH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON GONDWANA TO ASIA 
AND 2007 IAGR ANNUAL CONVENTION 

The symposlum was attended by nearly 110 Japanese and 
overseas delegates from 26 countries in Fukouka one of the major 
Japanese industrial centres and port CI ty wlth nch cul tural heritage 

The symposium had foul welt defined major scientrfic sesslons 
wlth d~stinct themes rnclud~ng (1) Beyond Gondwana , Archaean 
Earth history (Conveners S A Wllde and M Santosh), (2) Blrth 
of Gondwana (Conveners A Collins and K Sh~ralshl), (3) After 
Gondwana - Asian continental growth (Converners Y Osanai, 
B F Wlndley, T N Nam and N X Khien), (4) Gondwana 
metallogeny (Converners R J Goldfarb and Y Watanabe) 

During two day session there were 10 keynote presentatlons 
dealing with themat~c issues on the evolution of planet Earth 
through tlme which is of current global Interest and relevance The 
other 28 oral presentatlons were related to four themes mentioned 
above deal~ng wlth crustal accretion, metarnorphlsm, mineral~zatlon, 
tecton~cs that include format~on and breakup of supercont~nents 
through tlme The following papers are of special interest to lndla 

Mlchael Brown presented a synthes~s on metarnorphlsm and 
tecton~cs under two very dlfferent thermal reglmes, one 
charactenzed by h ~ g h  P and low T meta-morphlsm correspond~ng 
to subduction zone, second characterized by high-T and low-P 
corresponding to back arc or orogenlc hinterland Ths duallty of 
thermal reglmes, the hallmark of plate tectonlcs, 1s documented in 
the rock record from Neoarchaean to Cambnan 

Simon Wllde presented lnterestlng data on the earllest hlstory 
of planet Earth based on Pb and 0 lsorope data on oldest zlrcons 
and suggested that elevated 6180 values above the mantle value 
5 320 3% indlcate evofution of 4 3 Gazlicons in magmas derlved 
from protoliths that were prev~ously altered by low temperature 
interactions wlth ilquid water The problems to magmas in whlch 
zlrcons crystallized mlght be hydrated oceanlc crust The presence 
of mlcro-dlamonds in Jack hill zircons lrnply thlck continental 
lithosphere and crust-mantle lnteractlon at -4 24 Ga ago 

Santosh presented an ~nteresting talk on the blrth of super 
plumes, assembly and breakup of supercontinents, degassing of 
CO, and activated plate tectonlcs that triggered materlal transfer 
and drastlc envlronrnental changes He also drscussed thermal 
anomalies and fluid flows in relat~on to the plate tectonic archltecture 
of the planet earth, whlch are fundamental to the understandtng of 
ongin of contlnents 

Alfred Korener described interesting old zlrcon ages in the 
metamorphic terralns of central As~an basement in Mongolia and 
Kazakastan His new data indlcate oldest remnants of 2791+24 
Ma, wlth inheritance as old as 3320 Ma tn Neoproterozotc 
basement rocks 

Rlchard Goldfarb h~ghl~ghted the slgnlficant changes in global 
exploratron patterns of gold in the 11ght of recognition of hlghly 
prospective reglmes throughout Asla According to hrm, the htgh 
degree of prospectivity reflects favourable geologtcal settings in 

Palaeozoic-early Mesozoic sutunng of S~beria, Kazakasatan, North 
Chlna, South Ch~na,  eastern edges of Tethys Ocean and late 
Mesozolc clrcum Paclfic-plate reorganlzatlon 

Yasuhlto Osanal revlewed the significance of Trans-V~etnam 
orogenic belt m understanding the tectonic evolution of Indo-Chna 
craton as well as growth of AsIan contlnents 

Thi ee scientists from Jndla (M Jayananda, T R K Chetty 
and M N Balasubramanian) partic~pated in the symposlum 
M Jayananda presented the discovery of ultra-hlgh temperature 
metamorphic mineral assemblages together with zircon and 
monazite ages for multiple thermal events from the central part of 
EDC He also presented the monazlte ages of 3 2 Ga, 2 6 Ga, 
2 5 Ga for thermal events and detr~tal z~rcon ages as old as 3500- 
3600 Ma for the provenance T R K Chetty discussed the crustal 
archltecture of the northern parts of the Eastern Ghats moblle belt 
and Invoked a 'Flower structure' across the cornposlte Mahanadl 
terrane that exposed dlfferent domains dxsplaylng dlstinct~ve 
internal structures w ~ t h  varylng geological evolution and strain 
partlt~oning He also correlated the Mahanadi r ~ f t  w ~ t h  the 
Lambert rift, East Antarct~ca, dunng pre-Gondwana breakup 
M N Balasubramanian presented Pan-Afr~can ages for the 
Eastern Ghats Mobile belt 

A 206 page elegant abstract volume (IAGR conference series 
no 4) has been brought out with meticulous care containing 99 
abstracts (Eds N Nakano, Y Osanai, T M~yarno and M Santosh) 
The two-day scientrf~c dellberatlons revealed growlng evldence 
for the strong linkage between plate tectonics, super plumes, 
deformat~on, magmatlsm, metamorphism and mlnerallzatton 
throughout the earth history The first IAGR best paper award 
was presented to Ben Goscornbe of Australia for the paper entitled 
'Determining crustal architecture uslng integrated terrain analysls 
example from eastern Nepal Himalayas' during the banquet dinner 
In a crulse in the Hakata bay 

The conference was followed by a well conducted 3-day field 
excursion in the Kyushu islands (1 1-13 November, 2007), whch  
~ncluded a visit to h g h  grade Hlgo metamorphic terrain, world 
famous Aso actlve volcano and dnve in - Hlshlkan Gold Mlne in 
summary, all the delegates were able to get first hand account of 
the recent advances m solid earth processes and Gondwana geology 
in particular The delegates enjoyed thoroughly the Japanese 
hospl tali ty and carried home new friendships and good memories 
The organizers of the conference deserve compl~ments from all 
delegates for a very well orgmlzed symposium 
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