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Geology, University of California, Santa Barbara, U.S.A., for helpful discussions
and constructive suggestions in the field.
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Determination of mineral formulae and the relationship of
ions to crystal structure of bentonites from Kutch (Gujarat)

P. K. PATEL anp S. D. DESAI

Seven samples of bentonite from Mandwi Taluka, Kutch district were chemically
analysed. From the chemical analyses obtained, the mineral formulae were calciu-
lated by using the method prescribed by Ross and Hendricks (1945). The significance
of this method is that it brings out the relationship of ions to crystal structure and
provides a way by which some idea of the atomic structure can be visualised without
using X-ray diffraction. From the mineral formulae, the b, length of the mont-
morillonite unit was calculated by the relation

b, = 8.91 + 0.06r + 0.034s .+ 0.048t A as given by MacEwan (1953), where,

r=number of Al ions in tetrahedral coordination
s=number of Mg ions in octahedral coordination
t—=number of Fe ions in octahedral coordination
(per unit cell, in each case). _

From this the a_ length can be obtained by the relation b, =a,/3.

The Table on the next page presents the calculated mineral formulae and axial
lengths of seven samples from different localities _

It is concluded from the results that the main mineral constituent of the bento-
nites is beidellite.
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