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Abstract
Bedded barite occurs in the Vempalle Formation of Cuddapah Supergroup near

Brahmanakotukuru, Kurnool District. It is interlayered with chert bands and is associated
with chert breccia. A second barite occurrence, near Gargeyapuram is seen in associa­
tion with chertified stromatolites and chert beds in the Vempalle Formation.

lntroduction
Barite deposits have been classified into three types by Brobst (1973), as vein

and cavity fillings deposits, bedded deposits and residual deposits. Bedded barite
deposits have been reported from Mangampeta in Cuddapah District, Andhra Pradesh
(Karunakaran, 1970)and from Talya, Chitradurga District, Karoataka State (Radha-
krishna and Sreenivasaiya, 1974). .

Barite deposits of varying sizes have been reported in the Cuddapah basin from
the Vempalle and Tadpatri Formations of Cuddapah Supergroup (Coulson, 1933).
These are reported to be vein and cavity fillings formed from the barium rich hydro­
thermal solutions associated with traps and sills intrusive into these formations.

Geology of the area
The Proterozoic formation in this area consists of the Vempalle Formation of

the Cuddapah Supergroup and the Banganapalli, Narji, Auk and Paniam Formations
of the Kurnool Supergroup (Fig. 1). The stratigraphic succession of the Proterozic
is as given below:-

Lithology

Paniam Group Paniam Formation Orthoquartzites
Kurnool Jamalamadugu Auk Formation Shales
Supergroup Group Narji Formation Limestones'

Banaganapalli Banaganapalli Sandstones, Quartzites
Group Formation and Conglomerates

Lower Cuddapah Papaghni Vernpalle Limestones, Dolomites
Supergroup Group Formation Shales and Chert

Vempalle Formation consists of limestones and dolomites with intercalated
shales. The formation strikes NE-SW and dips about 10° to 15° due SEe The lime­
stones and dolomites are traversed by numerous bands of chert, which are very
conspicuous in the dolomites.

Description of the Occurrences

Barite is seen at two places in this area. The larger one, which is bedded,
occurs about 5 km west of Brahmanakotukuru (15°48'52"N, 78°12'14"E) and 10 km
east of Kuroool; while the other, which is crudely bedded, is seen about 4 km south­
west of the first locality and about: 1 km northwest of Gargeyapuram (15°46'45"N.
78°8'45"E).






