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in the Imperial College. Prof. Read was an emin(!nt scientist and a very humane 
and modest person. He always welcomed his stu<lents with a pleasant smile and 
gave them all encouragement. He trained a large number of Indian students to 
whom he always very willingly extended all facilities. He was a Professor in the 
best sense of the term and inspired many generations of young geologists, who in 
turn developed a personal affection for him. 

In his death the geological world has lost an (!minent scientist and a humane 
individual. The void created by his death is very difficult to fill. 

N. RAJAGOPALAN 
(1924-1969) 

S. v. P. IYENGAR. 

In the death of Professor Natesayyar Rajagopalan on October 5, 1969 at the very 
young age of 45 years, a great loss has occurred to the Geological Society of India in 
particular, and the scientific community in general. He died of a heart attack on the 
way to the hospital in Madras. A very promising centre of research in the Depart­
ment of Geology at the Annamalai University was earning up under his devoted and 
dedicated guidance. 

It was in Annamalai University that he started his active career as a teacher 
after completing his education at the Presidency College, Madras (1945) and at 
the Banaras Hin4u University (1947). Although he started his career in the Faculty 
of Engineering of the Annamalai University, he was able to start very successfully a 
separate department there in the Faculty of Science, He was made Professor and 
Head in the same department after serving as Lecturer and Reader with heavy 
responsibilities for most of the time. After his return from U.S.A. where he obtained 
his Ph.D. degree, he published the results of his studies on the Pondicherry succes­
sion of Cretaceous-Tertiary sediments through several valuable papers which have 
added much to the geological knowledge of the area, in addition to refining the 
earlier classification and correlation of those rocks. In quite a short time he esta­
blished himself as an able research worker and an adorable personality. Such were 
the qualities of his personality that he was accepta.ble to everyone who came in 
contact with him either as a colleague or as a student or as an administrator. 

He was a member of many scien1;ific and learned bodies to support research 
and professional improvement. To mention only a few: he was an active member 
of the American Association of Petroleum Geologists since 1962, and a Fellow of 
tHe Geological Society of India since 1964. He was also one of the prime movers of 
the idea of starting an Institute for the cause of geological education in India. 

His death was very premature, and brought sorrow and grief to friends and 
family members, including the Fellows of the Society. He is survived by his wife 
and four children, all of very young age, to whom must go our very sincere condo­
lences and sympathies. 

S. SAMBE GOWDA. 


