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The origin of clastic dykes is related to processes penecontemporaneous with sedi­
mentation. Based on the nature of formation they are of two types (Shrock, 1948):
(1) those formed by the intrusion of clastic or fluid material derived from some under­
lying source, being emplaced under abnormal pressure; (2) those formed by the
introduction of material from above, either under some pressure or by simple filling
of a pre-existing crack or crevice. Each of the above mentioned types exhibit distin­
guishing features. Tn the present case there are no overlying beds to locate the source
material from the top. Further the mica flakes and clay plates of the peripheral part
of the dyke are oriented parallel to the wall. Such a feature is characteristic of the
clastic dykes of the first type. Though there are no evidences of intermittent sinking
noticed in the present area, recent work of Raiverman et al, (1966) and Sastri and
Raiverman (1968) has revealed that there were block subsidences and fracturing
during the Upper Cretaceous time in the Cauvery basin. It is interesting to note that
the general trend of the dyke almost coincides with the fracture pattern in the rocks.
of the area.

Among the clastic dykes, sandstone dykes are very common. Though gravel,
silt, mud, asphalt and bituminous sediments are also present. There are only very
few of clay. Its clay material is white to pale buff in colour or even drab-yellow,
streaked with yellow and brownish ferruginous stains. When wet it is somewhat
sticky becoming harder on exposure. It has well developed slicken sides and regular
cracks roughly perpendicular to the fracture wall. This can be seen very well on the
weathered surface. The clay is very fine grained and well indurated. Besides the
clay particles, fine grains of silica, mica flakes and ferruginous material are also
found.

The X-ray and chemical analyses indicate the clay mineral to be of the paly­
gorskite-sepiolite group. Detailed laboratory investigations of the clay sample
involving X-ray and DT A is under progress.
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