CORRESPONDENCE

Fisheries eco-labelling in India — Marine Stewardship Council

clarifications

This is regarding the article ‘Who should
certify the sustainability of fisheries?
A property rights perspective on eco-
labelling’".

Fish do not respect national bounda-
ries and so ensuring that our oceans are
sustainable requires a global response.

India has adopted the UN Food and
Agriculture Code of Conduct for sustain-
able fisheries, alongside all major fishing
nations of the world. The Marine Ste-
wardship Council (MSC) Standard is a
voluntary programme based on this Code,
that enables consumers to make a con-
scious choice when purchasing seafood.
The Government of India (Gol) has rec-
ognized the value of MSC certification in
providing global assurance of sustaina-
bility by, for example, paying associated
surveillance or assessment fees for the
Indian Ashtamudi clam fishery.

Fisheries and seafood businesses of all
sizes, and from many different locations,
voluntarily seek certification against the
MSC standards, which meet international
best practice for sustainability. These
include small-scale fisheries and fishe-
ries in the Global South, and there are
several reasons why they choose to be-
come MSC-certified. MSC certification
provides access to new markets, a path-
way for improvements via tools, guid-
ance and funds and protected livelihoods
through sustainable fish stocks.

Half the world’s traded seafood comes
from the Global South and ensuring fish-
ing in these countries is sustainable is
critically important. An international
standard creates a level playing field for
all countries and acknowledges the sig-
nificant global trade in seafood. The
MSC has developed extensive pro-
grammes and tools to make certification
accessible to small-scale fisheries and
fisheries in the Global South.

Unfortunately, the above-mentioned
article makes some fundamental errors,
which the authors need to address.

The MSC sets the standard for certi-
fied sustainable seafood, but does not
assess fisheries itself or receive payment
for fisheries to become certified.
Assessments are carried out by indepen-

dent, third party Conformity Assessment
Bodies (CABs), who appoint teams made
up of fisheries management experts. The
MSC receives no remuneration for this.
Fees are set by and paid to the CAB. The
MSC receives income from royalties on
consumer facing products that come
from certified fisheries and are sold with
the blue MSC label. The use of this label
is entirely optional.

Fisheries usually pay their own certifi-
cation fees, though in some cases they
are supported by retailers and other
stakeholders to cover the costs of im-
provements towards sustainability. Moti-
vation to do so is often in response to
market demand. The MSC is not able to
waive fees as it is not involved in any
transaction relating to assessment and
certification of fisheries. In the case of
the Ashtamudi clam fishery, the original
surveillance fees were paid for by the
Marine Products Export Development
Authority of Gol. The CAB fees for its
first assessments were then paid for by
the World Wide Fund for Nature
(WWF), an independent environmental
non-governmental organization (NGO).
WWEF also assisted the Ben Tre fishery
in Vietnam with their first full assess-
ment costs.

WWF is not affiliated to the MSC.
Conservationists from this international
NGO and representatives from Unilever
joined forces in 1995, to address the
global issue of overfishing. Following
this, in 1997, the MSC was officially
launched and has since operated as
an independent not-for-profit organiza-
tion.

There is no limit on the number of
harvesters that can get certified, with
existing MSC-certified fisheries, includ-
ing some with hundreds of vessels. To
date, there are 386 fisheries certified —
that is 16% of the global marine catch.

MSC-labelled seafood can be found on
a wide range of products, from a can of
tuna to luxury sushi — giving consumers
a choice for their budget.

Details of all fisheries in the MSC
programme are publicly available on
fisheries.msc.org.

1. Ramachandran, C. and Parappurathu, S.,
Curr. Sci., 2020, 118(10), 1496—-1499.
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Response:

We appreciate the comments of the
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC).

Since it has been clarified that the
MSC neither conducts any certification
nor levies any charges directly, we stand
corrected on our assumption regarding
waiving of the fees. However, we thank
the respondent for revealing the fact that
the surveillance fees in the case of the
Ashtamudi clam fishery were paid by the
Marine Product Export Development
Agency (MPEDA), Government of India.
Neither MPEDA nor the MSC makes this
information available for public access
through its website.

It has also been clarified that the MSC
leaves the option of payment of certifica-
tion fees open in some cases like for the
Ashtamudi clams, thus unburdening the
fishery stakeholders who otherwise, in
general, have to bear it directly. These
facts nevertheless strengthen our larger
argument that the cost of eco-label certi-
fication in countries like India ultimately
becomes the liability of the State, whe-
reas the benefits might accrue only to an
inclusive lot. We would like to interpret
the existence of an ‘incentivization lati-
tude’ as a weak defence against our core
argument, rather than an error worthy of
any indictment.

C. RAMACHANDRAN
SHINOJ PARAPPURATHU*

Socioeconomic Evaluation and
Technology Transfer Division,
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*e-mail: pshinoj@gmail.com

CURRENT SCIENCE, VOL. 121, NO. 2, 25 JULY 2021

185




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


