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India’s Scientific Social Responsibility Policy

The Government of India, through the
Department of Science and Technology
(DST)', has released a draft of the new
Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR)
Policy on 9 September 2019 for public
comments. The Policy is intended to pro-
mote social responsibility in the scientific
establishments on the lines of Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR). It encourages
S&T institutions and individual scientists
to discharge their social responsibility
through proactive engagement with
society, and through sharing of know-
ledge and resources for bridging the gap
between science and society. If enacted,
India would be possibly the first country
in the world to implement a national policy
on scientific social responsibility.

While inaugurating the 104th session
of the Indian Science Congress in Tiru-
pati on 3 January 2017, when the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi called for incul-
cating the new concept of SSR on the
lines of CSR for connecting scientific in-
stitutions in the country with different
stakeholders for creating an environment
for sharing ideas and resources®™,
nobody ever imagined that this concept
will soon take the shape of a policy.

The Constitution of India (Part-1V,
Article 51A(h)) also mandates for deve-
loping the scientific temper, humanism
and spirit of enquiry as part of the fun-
damental duties of a citizen. This idea
has been carried forward in all the earlier
science policies of India (Scientific Poli-
cy Resolution 1958, Technology Policy
Statement 1983, Science and Technology
Policy 2003 and Science Technology and
Innovation Policy 2013) that propagate
for taking the message and benefits of
science to society and for bridging the
gap between the two.

The new draft SSR Policy is an effort
to make scientific institutions and indi-
vidual scientists more responsible to
society and other stakeholders. Scientists
have an ethical obligation of ‘giving
back’ to society when they use taxpay-
ers’ money for doing science.

According to the draft policy docu-
ment, SSR is ‘the ethical obligation of
knowledge workers in all fields of
science and technology to voluntarily
contribute their knowledge and resources
to the widest spectrum of stakeholders in
society, in a spirit of service and con-
scious reciprocity’. Here, knowledge

workers include anyone who participates
in the knowledge economy in the areas
of human, social, natural, physical, bio-
logical, medical, mathematical and com-
puter/data sciences and their associated
technologies.

The main objectives of this Policy are
to harness the unexploited voluntary
potential of the scientific community in
India to strengthen the linkages between
science and society, and to make the
S&T ecosystem in the country more
vibrant. The Policy is directed towards
developing an enabling knowledge eco-
system for ensuring easy access to scien-
tific knowledge and sharing of ideas and
resources, transferring the benefits of
science to meet the existing and emerg-
ing societal needs, promoting collabora-
tions to identify problems and develop
solutions, and inculcating social respon-
sibility among S&T institutions and indi-
vidual scientists.

A central and nodal agency would be
set up at DST to supervize, monitor and
implement SSR activities in the country.
Once formalized, the policy requires all
the Central Government Ministries, State
Governments and S&T institutions to
make their own plans to implement SSR
according to their mandate. Each S&T
institution would be required to sensitize
its knowledge workers about their ethical
responsibility toward society, to have an
SSR monitoring system to assess institu-
tional projects and individual activities,
and to publish an annual SSR report.
Appropriate indicators would be devel-
oped for monitoring SSR activities at
both institutional and individual levels,
while measuring their impact on short-
term, medium-term and long-term bases.

Individual scientists or knowledge
workers would be required to devote at
least 10 person-days of SSR per year for
activities related to scientific social re-
sponsibility and for sharing scientific
knowledge with society and other stake-
holders. Such SSR/science outreach ac-
tivities at the individual and institutional
levels would be adequately recognized
and incentivized with necessary budgetary
support. At the individual level, scien-
tists would get due credit for their SSR
activities in their annual performance-
based appraisal and evaluation system.

At the institutional level, a knowledge
institution would not be allowed to

execute its SSR activities through any
outsourcing or sub-contracting. This pro-
vision would have a direct impact on all
the institutions to create an encouraging
environment for all their knowledge
workers to engage in SSR activities, and
to sensitize and mobilize their scientists
to proactively engage in such activities.
It would also require appropriate meas-
ures for skill development and capacity-
building for effectively implementing
and executing SSR.

To effectively implement the SSR
Policy, a national digital portal will be
set up to identify societal needs requiring
scientific interventions, and as a platform
for implementers and for reporting SSR
activities. It also requires the funding
agencies to support SSR through (a)
funding individual SSR projects, (b) fix-
ing a certain percentage of every project
for SSR, and (c) recommending appro-
priate SSR requirements for any given
project received for funding.

If implemented properly and efficiently,
the SSR Policy, while strengthening the
existing efforts in science outreach, would
play a transformative role in bringing
scientific and innovative solutions to so-
cietal problems, uplifting the life stan-
dard of marginalized sections of society
through capacity-building, skill devel-
opment, facilitating rural innovations, em-
powering women and weaker sections,
helping industries and start-ups, etc. It
will also contribute in achieving Sustain-
able Development Goals, environmental
goals and Technology Vision 2035.

1. https://dst.gov.in/sites/default/files/Final%-
20SSR%20Policy%20Draft 2019.09.09
0.pdf (accessed on 10 September 2019).

2. https://pib.gov.in/newsite/erelcontent.aspx?
relid=156086 (accessed on 16 September
2019).

3. https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/
pm-calls-for-scientific-social-responsibility-
on-lines-of-cst/story-QIKOalLddfxLIvTDt-
MFa8CK.html (accessed on 11 September
2019).

4. https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/
must-develop-scientific-social-responsibility-
pm/345374.html (accessed on 11 Septem-
ber 2019).

Abhay S. D. Rajput, Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology, Pune 411 008 and
BITS-Pilani, Pilani 333 031, India.
e-mail: abhaysdr@gmail.com

1562

CURRENT SCIENCE, VOL. 117, NO. 10, 25 NOVEMBER 2019




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


