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1. Introduction 
Kneller et al.1 asserted that education is the process by 
which a society, through schools, colleges, universities 
and other institutions deliberately transmits its cultural 
heritage from one generation to another. For this reason, 
education is the highest tool for swift development in any 
community particularly, to the Muslims it enables them 
to overcome their economic problems because, economic 
dependency is the major cause for their low status. Further, 
Indian Muslims are lagging behind in pursuing higher literacy 
due to their poor financial conditions, lack of schools nearby, 
high dropouts, not aspiring to survive educationally, dearth of 
resources in the available schools, disinterestedness in educa-
tion, and absence of inspiring leadership in the community. 
Though, Muslims are found all over India, they are largely 
concentrated in 12 states whereby they constitute more than 
10 per cent of the state population. It has also been reported 
that the dropout of the Muslim children from schools and 
other educational institutions is of higher rate. According to 
Shazli and Sana Asma2, female literacy among the Muslims is 
also significantly low and this is one of the important reasons 
of ignorance and illiteracy in Muslim community. Hence, 
this paper focuses on the socio-demographic characteristics 

of the Muslim households and the causes for dropout among 
Muslim children in the Nilgiris district.

2. Review of Literature
Pillai et al.3 estimated the rate of dropout in primary edu-
cation to perceive the socio- financial reasons of dropout. 
Devi4 made an investigation about the issues of dropouts 
in primary school and concluded that there was no uni-
formity within the rate of dropouts for the entire primary 
course at the lower primary stage. Okumu and Ibrahi et al.5 
conducted a study on the socio-economic determinants of 
primary school dropouts. Tyler and Lofstrom6 suggested 
the alternative pathways to recover the dropouts. Anitha et 
al.7 concluded that the parents’ attitude towards girl child’s 
education was positively related to the increasing school 
dropouts. Sang, et al.8 analysed the dropout level of public 
secondary schools in relation to selected school character-
istics. Afsar Ali9 made a comparative study on the dropout 
problems in primary education among Muslim commu-
nity in relation to gender and economic status. Devkota 
and Bugale10 pointed out that the major reasons for the 
dropout were economic status, family background, access 
and equity, quality degeneration, public-private dichotomy. 
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Shahidul and Zehadul Karim11 probed the factors con-
tributing to school dropout among girls. Thus the above 
literature reveals that there have been multiple reasons for 
the dropout among children. However there were very lim-
ited studies on dropout of Muslim children. Hence, a fresh 
study is warranted to analyse the problems associated with 
the education and dropout among Muslim children

3. Objectives of the Study
•	 To analyze the socio-demograpic characteristics of 

Muslim households in the study area.
•	 To identify the causes for dropout among the Muslim 

children in the study area.

4. Methodology

4.1 Collection of Data
The data required for this study were collected from pri-
mary source. The primary data were collected from the 
households of the Nilgiris. In total, 109 households were 
selected in the Nilgiris district. A pre-tested interview 
schedule was used to collect the data for the academic year 
2015-2016.

Tamil Nadu is one of the leading states in literacy level. 
Among all the districts of Tamil Nadu the Nilgiris stood at 
fourth position in literacy rate12. But the dropout ratio is 
somewhat high in the Nilgiris district particularly among 
Muslims13. From the four blocks  i.e., Coonoor, Ooty, 

Kotagiri and Gudalur, three blocks were chosen purposively. 
The reason for not choosing the Gudalur block was because 
in this block majority of the people were Keralite Muslims, 
and they have schools for religious as well as general educa-
tion and in Gudalur block literacy level was as high as 89.12% 
(SSA-2010-2011), while the dropout level was low. Whereas, 
in Coonoor, Ooty and Kotagiri blocks Muslim dropout 
rate was high. By using convenient sampling technique 109 
households were selected from Muslim dominated areas for 
the study, provided there was at least one child dropout in 
each household. Thus, 40 households from Coonoor block, 
35 households from Kotagiri block and 34 households from 
Ooty block were selected for the study.

4.2 Tools of Analysis 
Simple tabular statements were prepared to work out per-
centages and average values.  The study is based on empirical 
analysis with various statistical and econometric tools like, 
Garrett’s Ranking Technique and Binary Logistic Regression.

4.3 Hypothesis
The dropout among the Muslim children children is posi-
tively associated with the economic factors.

5. Results and Discussion

5.1 Socio-demographic Characteristics – 
Percentage Analysis
The socio-demographic characteristics among the Muslim 
households living in the Nilgiris are shown in tables 1 to 5.

Table 1. Age and Gender wise Classification of Respondents

SI.No Age Coonoor Kotagiri Ooty Total

1. Below 15 2
(5.0)

1
(2.9)

4
(11.8)

7
(6.4)

2. 15 to 20 32
(80.0)

30
(85.7)

7
(76.5)

88
(80.7)

3 20 and above 6
(15.0)

4
(11.4)

4
(11.8)

14
(12.8)

Gender
1. Male 11

(27.5)
10
(28.6)

16
(47.1)

37
(33.9)

2. Female 29
(72.5)

25
(71.4)

18
(52.9)

72
(66.1)

 Total 40
(100)

35
(100)

34
(100)

109
(100)

Source: Computed from primary data
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentage to the total
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Age is an important factor which describes the earning 
capacity of a person and also his household. The age of the 
respondents of the study area is given in Table 1.  In total, 
80.7% of respondents are of the age from 15 to 20 years, 
whereas Kotagiri has the highest proportion of 85.7% of 
the respondents in the age group of 15 to 20. Regarding the 
gender wise classification of respondents, in all, female out 
proportioned at 66.1% as against male at 33.9%. Among 
the blocks, Coonoor has the highest proportion of 73% 
female when compared with others.

The education wise classification of the respondents 
is presented in Table 2.  It could be observed that more 
than one third (33.9%) of the respondents are middle and 
higher secondary education holders and a little less than 
that (31.2%) have studied up to secondary education. But 
in the case of up to primary education only, the proportion 
of the respondents was meager at (0.9%).

Table 3 depicts the details of occupation of the head of 
the households. In total, nearly one half (47.7%) of the head 

of the households are Government employees, followed by 
business people (22.6%), private employees (22%) and coo-
lies (8.3%). Among the blocks, in Coonoor, more than one 
half (52.2%) of the households are Government employees.

Primary sources of income of the surveyed households 
are presented in Table 4, which are of eight categories.  In 
total, the income from daily wage shows the highest pro-
portion of respondents at 40.4% followed by profit from 
business at 31.2%. But among the blocks, in Ooty profit 
from business shows the highest proportion of respondents 
at 38.2%, while in Coonoor and Kotagiri blocks the house-
holds’ income from daily wage dominated other sources. 

Table 5 reveals the facility available in schools of the 
study area as confirmed by the respondents. In total, three 
fourths (75.2%) of the respondents agreed that they have 
adequate teachers in their schools, which also is confirmed 
in each block. Availability of good library in their schools 
has been agreed upon by a maximum of 42.9% of the 
respondents in Kotagiri block, while in Coonoor and Ooty 

Table 2. Education wise Classification of Respondents

SI.No Education Coonoor Kotagiri Ooty Total

1.  Primary 0
(0)

0
(0)

1
(2.9)

1
(0.9)

2.  Middle 13
(32.5)

11
(31.4)

13
(38.2)

37
(33.9)

3.  Secondary 17
(42.5)

12
(34.3)

5
(14.7)

34
(31.2)

4.  Higher secondary 10
(25.0)

12
(34.3)

15
(44.1)

37
(33.9)

 Total 40
(100)

35
(100)

34
(100)

109
(100)

Source: Computed from primary data
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentage to the total

Table 3. Occupation wise Classification of the Head of the Households

SI.No Occupation Coonoor Kotagiri Ooty Total
1. Government 21

(52.5)
14
(40.0)

17
(50.0)

52
(47.7)

2. Business 10
(25.0)

8
(22.9)

6
(17.6)

24
(22.6)

3. Coolie 3
(7.5)

3
(8.6)

3
(8.8)

9
(8.3)

4.  Private concerns   6
(15.0)

10
(28.6)

8
(23.5)

24
(22.0)

 Total 40
(100)

35
(100)

34
(100)

109
(100)

Source: Computed from primary data
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentage to the total
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Table 4. Primary Sources of Income of the Households

SI.
No

Income Coonoor Kotagiri Ooty Total

1. Service 4
(10.0)

6
(17.1)

6
(17.6)

16
(14.7)

2. Industrial Works 4
(10.0)

3
(8.6)

2
(5.9)

9
(8.3)

3. Daily Wage 16
(40.0)

16
(45.7)

12
(35.3)

44
(40.4)

4. Rent from Property (Excluding Expenses) 1
(2.5)

1
(2.9)

0
(0)

2
(1.8)

5. Interests and dividends from Bonds, 
Shares and Bank A/C

2
(5.0)

1
(2.9)

0
(0)

3
(2.8)

6. Profit from Business (Excluding Expenses) 12
(30.0)

9
(25.7)

13
(38.2)

34
(31.2)

7. Pensions, Annuities, Benefits 5
(12.5)

6
(17.1)

4
(11.8)

15
(13.8)

8. Other Money Income 3
(7.5)

2
(5.7)

5
(14.7)

10
(9.2)

 Total 40
(100)

35
(100)

34
(100)

109
(100)

Source: Computed from primary data        Note: Figures in parentheses are percentage to the total

Table 5.  Facilities Available in School

SI.No. Facility Coonoor Kotagiri Ooty Total
1. Adequate teachers 29

(75.5)
27
(77.1)

26
(76.5)

82
(75.2)

2. Adequate class rooms 15
(37.5)

13
(37.1)

15
(44.1)

43
(39.4)

3. Drinking water /play ground /
play things

16
(40.0)

11
(31.4)

14
(41.2)

41
(37.6)

4. Good library 14
(35.0)

15
(42.9)

8
(23.5)

37
(33.9)

Total 40
(100)

35
(100)

34
(100)

109
(100)

Source: Computed from primary data         Note: Figures in parentheses are percentage to the 
total

Table 6. Ranking of Personal Causes for Dropout among the Respondents

Sl.No. Factors Coonoor
Rank

Kotagiri
Rank

Ooty
Rank

Personal Reasons
1. Lack of interest in learning II I I
2. Poor attendance I II II
3. Early Marriage and Pregnancy III III III
4. Bad company and habits IV IV IV

Source: Computed from primary data 
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blocks, it was agreed upon by a minimum of respondents 
only at 35% and 23.5% respectively. 

5.2 Causes of Dropout-Garrett’s Ranking 
Analysis
The causes of dropout among Muslim children were 
probed from six dimensions namely, personal causes, eco-
nomic causes, religious causes, health related causes, social 
and cultural causes, and the causes of school related issues. 
Various factors related to these six categories of causes 
were analysed by employing Garrett’s Ranking Technique 
to bring out the most significant reasons causing the drop-
out among Muslim children as shown in tables-6 to 11.   

Table 6 sketches out the ranking of personal causes for 
dropout among the Muslim children of the study blocks. In 
Kotagiri and Ooty blocks the reason of ‘lack of interest in 
learning’ ranks first and ‘poor attendance’ as second, while 
it is ranked vice versa in Coonoor block. ‘Early marriage 
and pregnancy’ and ‘bad company and habit’ are ranked 
third and fourth in all the three blocks. 

Table 7. Ranking of Economic Causes for Dropout 
among the Respondents

SI.No Factors Coonoor
Rank

Kotagiri
Rank

Ooty
Rank

Economic 
Reasons

1. Unable to pay 
education and 
tuition fee

II II II

2. High transport 
expenses 

III III III

3. High hostel  
expenses  

IV IV IV

4. Poor family 
income

I I I

5. To earn money V V V
6. Domestic work 

burden
IV IV IV

Source: Computed from primary data 

Ranking of economic causes for dropout among the 
Muslim children are presented in Table 7, wherein  ‘poor 
family income’ ranks first followed by ‘unable to pay  edu-
cation and tuition fee’ ranking second, ‘high transport 
expenses’  ranking third,  ‘high hostel expenses’ ranking 
fourth, ‘to earn money’ ranking  fifth and ‘domestic work 
burden’ ranking  sixth in all the three blocks.  

Table 8 shows the ranking of religious causes for drop-
out among the Muslim children. It can be noted that the 
reason of ‘co-education in the school’ has ranked first and 
‘no Muslim school nearby’ as second in all the three blocks. 
‘Education decreases religiousness’ ranked as third in case 
of Coonoor and Kotagiri blocks while as fourth in Ooty 
block. 

Table 8.  Ranking of Religious Causes for Dropout 
among the Respondents

SI.No Factors Coonoor
Rank

Kotagiri
Rank

Ooty
Rank

Religious 
Reasons

1. Education 
decreases 
religiousness 

III III I V

2. No facility for 
further study 
in the block

IV IV III

3. No Muslim 
school nearby

II II II

4. Co-education 
in the school

I I I

Source: Computed from primary data

Table 9. Ranking of Health Related Causes for Dropout 
among the Respondents

SI.No Factors Coonoor
Rank

Kotagiri
Rank

Ooty
Rank

1. Illness of the 
student

V V II

2. Illness 
of family 
members

II I IV

3. Puberty I II V
4. Mal 

nutrition 
III IV III

5. Disability IV III I
Source: Computed from primary data

Ranking of health related causes for dropout among the 
Muslim children are presented in Table 9, wherein ‘illness 
of family members’ has ranked first in Kotagiri block, while 
as second in Coonoor block and as fourth in Ooty block. 
The reason of ‘puberty’ ranks first in Coonoor, as second 
in Kotagiri and as fifth in Ooty block. However, ‘disability’ 
has ranked first in Ooty block, as third in Kotagiri block 
and as forth in Coonoor block. ‘Illness of the student’ has 
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ranked second in Ooty block, as fifth in both Coonoor 
and Kotagiri blocks. ‘Mal Nutrition’ has ranked third in 
Coonoor and Ooty blocks and as forth in Kotagiri block. 

The Garrett ranking of social and cultural causes faced 
by the Muslim children are shown in Table 10. The reason 
of ‘gender discrimination’ has ranked first in both Coonoor 
and Kotagiri blocks, while as fifth in Ooty block. ‘Way to 
brother’ has ranked first in Ooty block which however, 
ranked third in Coonoor and Kotagiri blocks. ‘Take care 
of siblings’ has ranked second both in Kotagiri and Ooty 
blocks, while as fourth in Coonoor block. ‘School is not 
important’ has ranked second in Coonoor block, while as 
forth in Kotagiri and Ooty blocks. ‘Eldest in school’ has 
ranked third in Ooty block, whereas ranked fifth in both 
Coonoor and Kotagiri blocks.

Table 10. Ranking of Social and Cultural Causes for 
Dropout among the Respondents

SI.No Factors Coonoor
Rank

Kotagiri
Rank

Ooty
Rank

Social and 
Cultural Reasons

1. Way to brother III III I
2. Take care of 

siblings 
IV II II

3. Eldest in school V V III
4. School is not 

important
II IV IV

5. Gender 
discrimination 

I I V

Source: Computed from primary data 

Ranking of School related issues causing dropout 
among the Muslim children are given in Table 11. ‘No 
quality Education’ has ranked first in Kotagiri block, while 
as  second in Ooty block and as fourth in Coonoor block. 
The reason of ‘far away’ has ranked first in Coonoor block, 
whereas third in Kotagiri block and as fourth in Ooty 
block. ‘Unsafe road’ has ranked first in Ooty block and 
however ranked second in Kotagiri and Coonoor blocks. 
‘Difficulties in language’ has ranked fourth in Kotagiri 
block, whereas third in both Coonoor and Ooty blocks. 

5.3 Testing of Hypothesis
Though the dropout among the Muslim children was asso-
ciated with many factors, economic reasons play a vital 
role. In this context a hypothesis is framed as below:

H1: The dropout among the Muslim children is posi-
tively associated with the     economic factors.

Table 11. Ranking of School Related Issues being the 
Causes for Dropout among the Respondents

SI.No Factors Coonoor
Rank

Kotagiri
Rank

Ooty
Rank

School 
Related Issues

1. No quality 
education 

IV I II

2. Difficulties in 
language 

III IV III

3. Far away I III IV
4. Unsafe road. II II I

Source: Computed from primary data 

The dropout of the Muslim children was taken as 
dependent variable while age, marital status, type of family, 
occupation of the head, income of the household, savings 
of the household, investment held, asset value, mothers’ 
education and fathers’ education were considered as inde-
pendent variables to apply the Binary Logistic Regression 
Analysis14.

To interpret the binary logistic regression model, both 
odd and inverse odd ratio has been calculated and it is 
given in Table 12. The inverse odd ratio has been calculated 
for the co-efficient with negative sign or the odds ratios less 
than 1. The odd ratio of the independent variables ‘type 
of family’, ‘asset value’ and ‘mothers’ education’ is less than 
one. However, the co-efficient of ‘asset value’ and ‘moth-
ers’ education’ were statistically significant at 10 per cent 
level, while the same for ‘type of family’ stood significant 
at 5% level. The inverse odd ratio for ‘type of family’ inter-
prets that the nuclear family has the dropout ratio 1.004 
times more than joint family. Further, it can be perceived 
that those who are having high level of assets their family’s 
dropout stood high about 0.001 times than those are hav-
ing less assets. Related to ‘education’, the odd ratio suggests 
that there are more dropouts by 1.163 times in the family 
where the mothers are educated than in the family of uned-
ucated mothers. Thus the hypothesis is proved i.e., there is 
positive association between dropout among the Muslim 
children and the economic factors, particularly ‘asset value’ 
held in the family. However the education of the mother 
also plays a greater role in the dropout of Muslim children.

6. Key Findings
•	 The socio-demographic analysis has exposed that 80.7% 

of respondents are of the age from 15 to 20 years; more 
than one third (33.9%) of the respondents are middle 
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and higher secondary education holders; nearly one half 
(47.7%) of the head of the households are Government 
employees; the income from daily wage recorded the 
highest proportion of respondents at 40.4%; and three 
fourths (75.2%) of the respondents agreed that they 
have adequate teachers in their schools.

•	 Garrett’s Ranking analysis of the causes of dropout 
among Muslim children has revealed that of various 
factors, the reasons of ‘lack of interest in learning’, ‘poor 
family income’, ‘co-education in the school’, ‘illness of 
family members’, ‘gender discrimination’, and ‘no qual-
ity education’ have  ranked first.

•	 Binary Logistic Regression analysis has disclosed that 
there is a positive association between dropout among 
the Muslim children and the economic factors, par-
ticularly ‘asset value’ held in the family. However the 
education of the mother also plays a greater role in the 
dropout of Muslim children.

7. Conclusion
The level of education determines the entire socio-eco-
nomic behaviour of a person and his family.  In spite of 
various steps taken by the government, the dropout among 
Muslim children did not fall down as found in the study. 
The prime reasons for dropout among Muslim children 
were lack of interest in learning and low family income. 
The rate of female enrollment especially at the second-
ary school level is still significantly lower than that of 

male enrollment. Girls are becoming more likely to drop-
out from school than boys. The foremost reason for this 
is gender discrimination and co-education in school. So 
it is important to reduce the dropout among the Muslim 
children which definitely would reduce the unawareness 
among them and also control their financial problems in 
the study area.
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