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AbstrAct
Cinnamomum ovalifolium Wight, a Sri Lankan plant has been recorded for the first time from India. It was collected from 
the Kerala part of Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve of Thiruvananthapuram district, southern Western Ghats. A detailed 
account on taxonomy, ecology and illustration of the species has been provided for the easy identification.
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IntroductIon
The genus Cinnamomum Schaeff. is one of the largest 
genera of the family Lauraceae, with approximately 350 
species distributed from South East Asia to Australia and 
the New World (Rohwer 1993; Werff 2009). It is  estimated 
to be approximately 46 species in India and about 23 
 species in southern India (Kostermans 1983; Baruah & 
Nath 2005; Gangopadhyay 2008).

During the taxonomic revision of the genus 
Cinnamomum in south India, an interesting specimen 
was collected from the shola forests (grasslands are 
interspersed with isolated, compact and sharply defined 
stunted evergreen trees - southern wet temperate forests 
(Champion & Seth 1968) of Agasthyamala, Kerala. After 
critical study of the literature and images of specimens 
deposited at K (K000778609, K000778610, K000778611, 
K000778612 & K000778613) and PDA (PDA00000292), it 
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was concluded that the specimen represents C. ovalifolium 
Wight, a species endemic to Ceylon (=Sri Lanka) and 
hither to unrecorded for India. Hence a detailed account 
of the species is presented here with colour photographs 
for easy identification.

Cinnamomum ovalifolium Wight, Icon. Pl. Ind. 
 Orient. 1: t. 125, text No. 7. 1839; Meisn. in DC., Prodr. 
15(1): 22. 1864; Trimen, Cat. Pl. Ceylon 75. 1885; Hook.f., 
Fl. Brit. India 5: 133. 1886; Trimen, Handb. Fl. Ceylon 3: 
442. 1895; Kosterm. in Dassan., Rev. Handb. Fl. Ceylon 9: 
118, f. 5. 1995. Fig. 1 

Lectotype (designated here): Ceylon, s.d., Colonel 
Walker s.n. (K, barcode K000778609 [digital image!] Fig. 2

Small tree, c. 4 m tall. Branchlets subterete to 4-angular, 
greenish-yellow, silvery pubescent. Terminal buds ovate 
to acute, silvery pubescent. Leaves opposite-decussate 
or sub-opposite, petiolate; petioles 5-9 mm long, flat or 
slightly channeled above, stout, glabrescent; lamina 4-6 × 
1-4 cm, ovate to elliptic, obtuse or acute at apex, rounded 
at base, stiffly coriaceous, glabrous, smooth and glossy 
above, glaucous and glabrous below; young leaves slightly 
gray pubescent; midrib thick, raised below, faint above, 
glabrous on both surfaces; secondary veins 2, 4 mm away 
from base, impressed above, raised beneath,  reaching 
near the tip of lamina, tertiary veins scalariform and 
finely reticulate, obscure above or slightly  distinct below. 
Inflorescences axillary and pseudo-terminal, simple 
panicle, 2-4 cm long; slender, lax, few-flowered;  branchlets 
6 mm long, glabrous; peduncle slender,  glabrous or 
densely silvery-sericeous. Flowers few, c. 6 mm long, 
greenish-yellow, minutely sericeous to glabrous; pedicels 
c. 2 mm long, slightly angular, densely silvery-sericeous; 

Fig 1: Cinnamomum ovalifolium Wight; a. Habit; 
b. Young twig; c. Leaves-adaxial view; d. Leaves- abaxial 
view; e.  Inflorescence-close view; f. Mature twig with 
 inflorescence; g. Flowers-enlarged view.

Fig 2: Digital image of proposed lectotype housed at K 
(K000778609).
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perianth tube c. 1.5 mm long, funnel-shaped, densely 
silvery-sericeous; perianth lobes 3-4 mm long, ovate, 
acute at apex, thick, slightly concave, pubescent inside, 
margin ciliate, gland-dotted, tri-nerved, membranous. 
Stamens 9 in 3 whorls of 3 each, 1–2 mm long; those 
of outer whorl introrse; anthers ovate, obtuse at apex, 
4-locular, fleshy, longer than filaments; filaments thin, 
narrow, pilose, eglandular; middle whorl almost same as 
the outer; those of inner whorl extrorse; anthers 2–2.5 
mm long, ovate-oblong, 4-locular, tip truncate; filaments 
with 2-glands attached at the base; stipitate, ovate, pilose; 
staminodes 3, 1-1.5 mm long, sagittate, short-stipitate, 
acuminate at apex, sparsely pilose; ovary c. 3 mm long, 
ellipsoid, glabrous; style c. 1 mm long, stout, slightly 
curved, glabrous; stigma lobed, peltate, creamy. 

Phenology: Flowering observed during May. 

Distribution and Habitat: Sri Lanka and India. In India, 
it is restricted to Kerala part of Agasthyamala Biosphere 
Reserve, Thiruvananthapuram district. The plants 
growing in southern wet temperate forests above 1400 m 
and is rarely found in the wet montane forests as stunted 
trees.

Notes on lectotypification: Cinnamomum ovalifolium 
was described by Wight (1839) based on the Walker’s 
collection from Ceylon. In the protologue, author 
mentioned about the collection locality as “Hab: Woods, 
Ceylon” and collector details as “specimens communicated 
by Colonel Walker”. During the study, we have traced out 
the Walker’s homogenous collection from Kew herbaria 
(K000778609) and also found its Icon’s published by the 
author (Icon. Pl. Ind. Orient. 1: t. 125). Even though, there 
is no detail about the date of collection or even number 
in the traced Walker’s collection, the collection locality 
and collector details are matching and the specimens 
perfectly fit with the protologue. Apart from this, we have 
also traced one more specimen from MH (MH00007699) 
collected from Ceylon on March 1836, but the collector’s 
name is missing in the sheet, so not selected as type. 
Hence, the specimen kept in K, with barcode K000778609 
is considered more suitable for lectotypification and 
designated here as the lectotype according to the Art. 9.3 
and 9.12 of the Shenzhen Code (Turland & al. 2018).

While searching for the original specimens, we found 
that, Thwaites reduced the name C. ovalifolium as a variety 
of C. zeylanicum in his Enumeratio Plantarum Zeylaniae 
(1864) and also mentioned his additional collections from 

Sri Lanka (CP 263, 317, 628). We have traced the multiple 
sheets of Thwaites heterogenous collections from K (263-
K000778610, 317- K000778611, 628- K000778613), 
PDA (263-PDA00000292), CAL (263-CAL0000021486) 
and MH (263-MH00091338). Later, Kostermans (1995) 
neglected the varietal rank of the taxon proposed by 
Thwaites (1864) and considered as C. ovalifoilum in his 
Revised Handbook of Flora of Ceylon. But he wrongly cited 
the type details as “Type: s. coll. C. P. 263 (PDA)”. Since, 
all these collections are made by Thwaites after Wight’s 
publication (1839) and hence not considered as type. 

Specimen examined: INDIA, Kerala,  Thiruvananthapuram 
dist., Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve, 20 May 2016, A.J. 
Robi 23352 (KFRI).
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