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ABSTRAGT

Indian material of the genus Vittaria J. Smith earlier reported as V., ;
Thw. by various workers represents V. amboinensis Feé. V. scagzopmdﬂna (ﬁ::;l)a%eﬁl\ﬁnfkggo xlz))t

accur in India. Detailed description of V. amboinensis Feé. has been

given. However, to

facilitate easy identification, key and illustrations of both the species have been provided.

During the course of taxonomic studies
‘on the genus Vittaria J. Smith in India, the
author had an opportunity to examine the
herbarium specimens identified as V. scolo-
pendrina received from various herbaria in
India alongwith the material from Sri Lanka
and Malaya. The studies revealed that the
Indian material is characterised by the pre-
sence of superficial sori and is markedly
different from the specimens from Sri Lanka
and Malaya, where the sori were ‘ound to
be in a groove, and which in the author’s
view represented the true V. scolopendrina
(Bory) Thw. These observations were fur-
ther confirmed by Dr. Panigrahi, then Re-
gional Botanist at Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew. He identified the Indian material as
V. amboinensis Feé and confirmed the iden-
tification of Sri Lanka and Malaya as V.
scolopendrina (Bory) Thw. Hence, V. sco-
lopendrina (Bory) Thw. does not occur in
India and the earlier reports of this species
from India by Beddome (1883), Ching
(1931), Bir (1962), Mehra and Bir (1964)
have to be treated as V. amboinensis Feé.

In this paper a key to the species, nomen-
clatural citations, detailed description and
illustrations are given to differentiate the
two species.
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Fronds stipitate, elliptic-lanceolate, 28-78
X 1-2 em, sub-coriaceous, margins plane
to slightly reflexed ; sori superficial. ...
Fronds sessile, scolopendroid, 35-100 X
1.544 cm, leathery ; marging broadly
reflexed ; sori immersed in a groove hay-

glugce(li).oth the edges connivently pro-

V. amboinensis

V. scolopendrina

Vittaria amboinensis Fe¢, 3 Mém. 14t f
1. 1851-1852. Taeniopsis amboinensis (Feé)
Bedd., Ferns Brit. Ind., t. 117. 1866. Vit
taria scolopendrina sensy Bedd., H:':\ndb.
Ferns Brit. Ind., 408, 1883 (pro parte, excl.
t. 241. 1883, non Thwaites, 1864). ’
Rhizomes thick, creeping to sub-erect ;

scales dark-brown to black, clathrate, ovate:

lanceolate, 4:0-5.§x0.6-1.0 mm, subulate at
apex, margins dentate. Fronds tufred -
stipes long, 4.5-14.0 c¢m, terete; lamina eli
liptic-lanceolate, 2878 x 12 cm, smaller
ones subfalcate, long attenuate ’ at base;

apex acute to acuminate ; margin: ,

slightly reflexed ; midrib dis%iniszt pliinet}tlz

2/3rd portion on the undersurface radu-
ally l?ecoming indistinct above, So’rigintra-
marginal, superficial ; paraphyses funnel-
shaped. Spores monolete, 3065 pm, verru
coid. (Figs. 1-2). S -

Specimens examined - SIKKIM—1883, Kin

396, two specimens on the margin,s thg

third one in the centre represents V ’ﬂexu-

osa Feé ; Sikkim Valleys, 14.9.1883, i,evinge
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Figs. 1-5: 1-2. Viltaria amboinensis Febé. 1. Habit, Gamble 5632A. 2. Part of leaf enla

showing soriferous region, drawn from King 396. 3-5. V. scolopendrina (Bory) Thw.

3. Habit, leaf not much broad, Sri Lanka, Thwaifes 1304. 4. Habit, leaf muz broad,

Malaya, Scortechini 719. 5. Part of leaf enlarged showing soriferous region, drawn from
Wray Jr. 1726 (CAL).
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s. m.,, Accession nos. 24974, 24975; 1871,
Munsong, 4- 1coo m, 7.5.1909, Kari 1269

+ 1000 m, 5.8.1958, Bir 1112 (PAN); WesT
BencaL—Darjeeling, Mongpu peak, L
1000 m, Sept., 1875, Gamble 5632A (CAL).

Distribution : India (Sikkim, West Ben3zal
—Darjeeling), Bhutan, Burma, China (Ten-
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Specimens examined: Sri Lanka: Thwai-
tes 1304, two specimens (DD); Thomas

]
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Maraya PENINSULA:

collector, 511; Perak 1888, Wray Jr. 1726 ;
May 1884, Father Scortechini 719 (CAL).
PHiLippiNgE IsLANDS: Laguna: Luzon, June
1912, Ramos 14930 ; Negros oriental, Dum-

aguet
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kin), Vietnam, Malay Islands.

Vittaria scolopendrina (Bory) Thw. Enum
PlL. Zeyl. 381, 1824 ; Bedd., Handb. Ferns.

Brit. Ind., t. 241. 1883. (pro parte descrip.).
(Figs. 4-5). Pteris scolopendrina Bory.
Voy. 2: 323. 1804; Willd,, Sp. PL 141.
1810. Haplopteris scolopendrina  (B:ry)
Presl, Tent Pterid. 141. t. 5. f. 21. 1836.
Taeniopsis scolopendrina J. Smith, Journ.
Bot. 4: 67. 1841; Bedd. Ferns South.
Ind. 72, t. 212. 1865. Vittaria zeylanica
Feé, 53 Mém, 15 t. 1. £. B. 1851-52.

Elmer ¢718 ; June 1go8, Elmer go62 (CAL)
. {I . 7 3 L] yyvo \VL&“}-
Distribution -

Africa, Philippines, Malay
Peninsula, Malesian Islands, Polynesia, Sri
Lanka.
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